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A Book Written With An Eyelid 
For Jean-Dominique Bauby, Decem

ber 8th of 1 995, was a black day _ He had a 
stroke that put him into a coma. When 
he woke up, after twenty days, on Iy some 
movement in his head and eyes re
mained. But, Bauby would not give up. 
He started writing a book. An assistant 
would read out letters from the alphabet 
and Bauby would blink his left eyelid to 
show his choice. Every word took about 
200,000 blinks. The book, 'The Diving 
Bell and the Butterfly' became an instant 
hit. 

Throughout the course of history, 
books have been torch bearers and great 
motivators. Some books make such an 
impact that they change the way the 
world thinks about things. This issue of 
Tell Me Why showcases some among 
such books. 

Of course, reading is subjective, and 
individua l tastes may differ. Any such 
shortlists run the risk of being cal led 
subjective. Please feel free to suggest 
other titles you feel worthy, wh ich ca n be 
included in a later volume. 

Also, please note that we have not in
cluded religious texts. Indian books that 
influenced the world will be published 
as a separate issue, in future. 



The Epic ofGilgamesh 

Gilgamesh's 
Epic is not only great, 
but it's so stong! One 
of its pages injured 

me. 

Why is 'The epic 
of Gilgamesh' consid

ered one of the world's 
oldest books? 
'The Epic of Gi lgamesh' is one 

of the oldest recorded stories in the 
world . It's about an ancient king of 
Babylonia, Gilgamesh, who l ived 
around 2700 Be. According to the 
story, Gi lgamesh was part god and 
part human, and had many specia l 
powers. This epic is not a  single story 
written by one author. It has many 
stories and myths woven together. 
These stories were fi rst narrated 
oral ly by d ifferent people. Later, 
they were combined with ta les from 
other languages and written down 
on clay tablets in what is now cal led 
the cuneiform script. The written 
texts were created over a thousand 
year period,and remained unknown 
to the modern world until 1 872, 
when stone tablets written in the 
Babylonian language were d iscov
ered, creating a great deal of ex-
citement. �------'I--""'" 

Book of the Dead 
'The Book of the 

Dead' is a collec
tion of different 
magical spells writ
ten down in various 
ways bytheancient 
Egyptians. 

Tel l  Me Why 



Why do 'The Iliad' and 
'The Odyssey,' have a spe
cial place in world litera
ure? 
The I l iad and Odyssey are 

perhaps the most influen
tial works in the history of 
world literature. These two 
epic poems were written 
nearlythreethousand years 

ago by 

The Book of the Dead 

the Greek po
et Homer. The I l iad 

begins in the middle of 
the Trojan War, and com

memorates the heroic deeds 
of the brave warriors of the time. 

The story is continued in the Od
yssey, which narrates the epic 
journey home of the heroes after 
the war is over. Together, these 
epic poems formed the basis of 
Greek classical education. For the 
Ancient Greeks, the I l iad and the 
Odyssey told them how Greece 
had come to be the dominant 
power in  the western Mediterra
nean, and also showed them what 
sort of people thei r gods were, 
and how those gods behaved.  

They established l iterary stand
ards and conventions that writers 
have imitated over the centuries. 

Homer 



We are 
super st ars from 
Aesop's fables! 

The First Crossword 
Puzzle Book 

Why are Aesop's fa
bles so popular? 

Aesop's fables have been popular 
for thousands of years. They are simple 
stories, mostly about animals, that were 

told by a Greek slave ca l led Aesop 
a round 620 Be. Aesop's talent for 

story tel l ing won him his  freedom, 
and he travelled widely, narrating 

these tales, each of which taught an 
important lesson. The stories were 
passed down by word of mouth for 
centuries, and were fi rst written 
down in 300 Be. They were later 
translated into Latin, and taught to 
Roman scholars. The simple sto
rylines have a universal appeal, 
and the fables are important be-

Do you enjoy doing 
crosswords? The first 
crossword puzzle book 
was published in 1924, in 
the USA. It was a compila
tion of crossword puzzles 
from the newspaper 'The 
New York World', and was 

cause they teach chi ldren the 
correct va lues in l ife, and help in 
developing a child's character. 
These stories are not only our 
oldest, but a re sti l l  among the 
most widely read on our  
planet. 

, an instant success. 



Why is 'The History of Herodotus' signifi
cant? 

Herodotus is sometimes called 'the father of 
h istory'. He lived in Turkeyduring thefifth century 
BC, and wrote about the Greek and Persian Wars. 
Herodotus wanted to record what actually hap
pened, rather than ta lk  about gods and goddesses. 
His pu rpose was to describe the war between the 
Persians and the Greeks - the struggle for supremacy 
between Europe and Asia, between civil ization and 
barbarism, between freedom and despotism. 

Herodotus' work is significant because he had 
travel led widely, and his 'History' is one ofthe primary 
sources for information on ancient lands and peoples. 
There are extensive detai ls relating to the spiritual 
practices and bel iefs of the Greeks and other peoples. 
He described and ana lyzed warfa re and politics, and his 

writings strongly in
fl uenced future histo
rians. 

Herodotus 



Why are 'The Analects of Con
fucius,' a great work? 

'The Analects of Confucius', is a 
collection of mora l and ethical 
principles taught by the Chinese 
thinker Confucius, in conversa
tions with his disciples. There are 
a lso poems, stories, and legends in  
this collection. Confucius believed 
that Man shou ld lead an upright 
life, educate hi mself, and contrib
ute to the betterment of society. 

After Confucius died in  479 BC, 
his followers compi led his teach
ings in the form of dia logues be
tween him and his students. The 
Analects of Confucius have highly 
influenced educational, socia l, and 
cu ltural thought in  China and else
where. 
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Plato's Republic 

8 

Plato 

Confucius 

Why is Plato's 'Republic' 
special? 

Plato was born to a wea Ithy 
fami ly in Ancient Greece, and 
was a student of the g reat 
phi losopher Socrates. After 
the death of his teacher,Plato 
founded the fi rst university, 
called 'The Academy'. P lato 
wrote down his teachi ngs i n  
the form of conversations 
ca l led dia logues. The most 
famous of his dialogues a re 
'The Republic' and 'The 

Tel l  Me Why 



Why is 'The Nicomachean Ethics,' con
sidered the most significant work of Aris
totle? 

Aristotle was a bri l liant phi losopher of An
cient Greece, and his work 'N icomachaen 
Ethics' is a collection of his thoughts and notes 
on ethics. These were recorded by his son Ni
chomachus and his students. The work is  
considered to be Aristotle's most significant 
one, since it expresses his views on a variety of 
subjects, from ethics, reasoning and the pur
pose of life, to justice and friendship. Many of 
Aristotle's works were lost after h is death, and 
many were damaged by dampness and in
sects. The surviving books were discovered 
more than two centuries later, and when the 
Romans captured Athens, they took the 
books to Rome. The works were later trans
lated from Greek to Arabic, and then to Latin, 
and this  created worldwide interest in them. 

This is not a 
dialogue from our 

f i lm.  I think it's 
one of Plato's! 

Death of Soc
rates'. The Re
public de
scribes what 
P lato thought 
would be a 
better form of W\ g ov e r n m e n t  A- than the gov-
ernment of 
Athens. The 

_ work is a lso fa-
mous for its lit
erary style. 

Books that Shaped the World 

The Most 
Expensive 
Published Book 
Sold at an 
Auction 
'Birds of America', 
by John James 
Audubon was 
sold on 7th De
cember 1920, at 
Sotheby's in Lon
don for $ 11.4 
million, making it 
the most expen
sive published 
book ever auc
tioned. lt is a rare 
book containing 
illustrations of 
435 birds drawn 
and printed by 
Audubon himself 
between 1827 
and 1838. 

Birds of America 



Cicero 

Why did Cicero's 'On the 
Republic,' inspire demo
cratic republics around 
the world? 

Cicero was a famous sena
tor and orator of Ancient 
Rome. He l ived during the 
last days of the Roman Re
public and had studied phi
losophy, literature, and law. 
He spoke out against dis
honest rulers, and h is work 
'On the Republ ic,' is an im
passioned plea for respon
sible government. Cicero 
upheld the princi ple that a l l  
citizens shou ld have equal 
rights. It was this principle 
that inspired the American 
War of I ndependence, and 
the French Revolution 
thousands of years later, 
and led to the establish
ment of democratic govern
ments around the world. 

Why is 'The 
Tale of Genji' con

sidered the world's 
first novel? 
The Tale ofGenji was written 

in the 1 1  th century by a Japanese 
noblewoman, Murasaki Sh ikibu. 
She was widowed at an early age, 
and became the empress's lady 
in waiti ng.  Shi ki bu kept a dairy 
for two years, recounting her ex
periences at court. Later, she 
wrote 'The Tale of Genji', which is 
considered by many to be the 
world's fi rst novel. It centres on 
the l ife and loves of a handsome 
man Hikaru Genji, born to an em
peror. 'The Tale ofGenji' i s  univer
sally recognized as the g reatest 
masterpiece of Japanese prose 
narrative. It has been translated 
into many languages, and is  
deeply appreciated for its literary 
excel lence. 



The Travels a/Marco Polo 

Why did 'The Travels of 
Marco Polo,' inspire Euro
peans to come to the East? 

Marco Polo is  probably 
the mostfamous Westerner 
who traveled on the Si lk  
Road to Asia in  the 1 4th cen
tury. His journey through 
Asia lasted 24 years, and he 

reached fu r-
ther than any of his 

predecessors, beyond 
Mongolia to China. He then 

returned to tel l  the ta le, which 
became the world's greatest 
travelogue. 

Manuscript editions of his  work 
ran i nto the hundreds within a 
century after his death. The book 
was recognized as the most im
portant account of the world out
side Europe, avai lable at the time. 
It paved the way for the a rrivals of 
thousands of Westerners to the 
East, i n  the centuries to come. 

No more 
voyages, t i l l  I 
complete this 

travelogue. 

hap 00 s 
Ryuho Okawa, a 

Japanese writer, wrote and published 52 books 
between November 2009 and November 201 O. 
This feat made him the individual with the 
most books written and published in a single 
year. He is the founder of a movement called 
Happy Science, and has published more than 
five hundred books altogether. 

Books that Shaped the World 1 1  



Canterbury Tales 
The Canterbury 

Tales is a collection of 
stories written by 
Chaucer, a 14th centu
ry British poet. The 
stories are about a 
group of pilgrims on 
their way to Canter
bury. The themes in
clude topics such as 
love, treachery, and 

avarice. Some of the 
stories are humour
ous, others are seri
ous. The book is im
portant because it 
was the first book of 
poetry written in the 
English language. 

1 2  

Why is 
'The Divine Comedy,' a 
masterpiece for all time? 

The Divine Comedy is  an epic narra
tive poem written by Dante Alighieri . 
This  masterpiece was written at the 
end of his life, and finished just before 
his death i n  1 32 1 .  The subject of this  
long and narrative poem is  a mi racu
lous visit to hel l, purgatory, and para
dise. ln  it, the poet journeys from dark
ness to divine light, meeting many i n
teresting characters on his  way. The 
characters whom Dante meets on his  

I'm reading 
Divine Comedy. 

Shortly 
it wi l l  become 

'Divine Tragedy'! 
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Youngest Person to 
Publish a Book 

Little Dorothy Straight was only 
four years old when she wrote 'How 

the World Began', in 1962. It was published in 1 964, making her 
the youngest person to have a book pub
lished. She had written the book for her 
grandmother, and her parents loved it so 
much, that they sent it to a publisher. 

j o u r n e y 
through hel l  

and purgatory to 
heaven are drawn 
largely from an
cient Roman histo
ry, and include 
Dante's contempo
raries, personal 
friends, and ene
mies. The Divine 
Comedy is  impor
tant for its place in  
the history of the 
development ofthe 
Italian language, 
and remains to this  
day, one of the pi l
lars u pon which the 
European literary 
tradition has been 
bui lt. 

Books that Shaped the World 

Why does 
'The Prince,' 
have a spe
cial place 
among po-
litical trea- The Prince 

tises1 
Machiavel li was a writer of power

ful ,  influentia l, and thoughtfu l 
prose. He lived during the Renais
sance, and was the author of 'The 
P rince', which was supposed to be a 
book of instructions for rulers. 
Machiavel li believed that man had 
the abi lity to control his own fate. 

Earlier political writers had treated 
politics as a branch of mora ls. Machi
avel li broke with this long tradition, 
and treated politics in  a practical 
way. Machiavellian politics de
scribed the world as it was, rather 
than what people imagined.  This 
was a big change i n  tradition, and 
that is  why The Pri nce wi l l  a lways 
have a special place among political 
treatises. 

13 



Why did 'The Fabric of the Human 
Body,' bring about changes in 
medical training? 

In 1 500, the most important books 
used in the tra in ing of doctors were 
those written by Claudius Galen. Ga
len's ideas had been dominant for 
hundreds of years, but were only 

1 4  

Utopia
An Early 

Edition o/the 
Book 

proved wrong for the 
fi rst time by Andreas Ve
sa l ius, who wrote 'The 
Fabric of the Human 
Body' in  1 543. This text
book of human anatomy 
presents a carefu l  exami
nation of the organs and 
the complete structure 
of the human body. Ve
salius's work brought 
about an important 
change in medical think
ing. He was able to prove 
that some of Galen's the
ories were wrong. Galen, 
who was only able to dis-

Why did Sir Thomas 
More create 'Utopia'? 

Si r Thomas More was 
an Engl ish lawyer, schol
ar, writer, Member of 
Parliament and chancel
lor in  the reign of Henry 
VI I I .  He is famous for his  
book 'Utopia,' which was 
written in 1 5 1 5. As Chan
cel lor to Henry VI I I ,  he re
fused to sanction Henry's 
divorce of Queen Cather
ine. He was i mprisoned, 
tried, and executed. 

Morewrotea taleabout 
an imaginary is land 

Tel l  Me Why 



The Fabric of the Human Body 

called Utopia, that is  d is
covered on a voyage to 
the newly d iscovered 
Americas. It is a perfect 
state, founded entirely on 
reason, where the society's 
i nterests come fi rst, and 
there is  religious toleration 
and education for every
one. More wanted to point 
out the contrast between 
his  ideal state and the ex
isting English society. In 
time, the word Utopia 
cameto symbolize an idea l 
but u nattainable socia l 
system. 

Books that Shaped the World 

sect animals, assumed that hu
mans had the same anatomy. Ve
sa l ius, on the other hand, per
formed d issections on humans, 
and revealed anatomical struc
tures previously unknown. 

Vesalius helped establish sur
gery as a separate medical pro
fession, and the popu larity of his 
book meant that greater empha
sis began to be placed upon the 
study of anatomy in  medica l 
tra ini ng.  

Largest Book 
The largest book to 

be printed measures 
4.18 m X 3.77 m and 
weighs 1,420 kgs. It is 
a book about the Ag
gtelek national park in 
Hungary, and is called 
Fragile Nature. It was 
created by two Hungari
ans along with 2S volun
teers, and published 
in 2010. 

15 



The Largest Pop-up Book 
Do you like pop-up books? 

Then you will love a pop-up 
book made for a TV commer- ___ � 

Why did 
C o p e r n i c u s ' 

book change per
ceptions about the 

cial advertising Pearle Opti- a�� 
cians in Belgium. 

It was 4m X 3m in size, and 
featured pop ups that were 
2.35 m tall, making it the 
largest pop-up book ever! 

A Statue o! 
Copernicus 

Universe? 
In 1 543, Copernicus, a 

Polish astronomer, pub-
lished a book about a new idea 

he had.  Most people i n  his day 
thought that, the Earth was at 
the centre of the Universe, an 
idea known as a geocentric uni
verse. However, in  his book 'On 
the Revolutions,' Copernicus 
put forward a new theory. His 
theory was that the Earth rotates 
dai ly on its axis, and revolves 
yearly around the sun.  He also 
argued that the planets ci rcled 
the Sun.  This chal lenged the 
long held view that the Earth 
was stationary at the centre of 
the universe, with a l l  the plan
ets, the Moon and the Sun rotat
ing around it. Not many people 
liked Copernicus' book- in fact, 
they may have put him in jai l for 
writing it, if he hadn't died 
shortly after writing it! Ofcourse, 
we know today that Copern icus 
was right. The Earth rea l ly i s  a 
planet which ci rcles the Sun.  

Tel l  Me Why 



Why is Don 
Quixote considered 

the first modern ovel? 
'The Adventures of Don Quix

ote' was written more than 400 years 
ago by a Spanish writer, Cervantes. Cer

vantes actually began 'Don Quixote' in jai l ,  
where he was put for being i n  debt. The 
novel, once published, was such a hit that 
Cervantes did not have to worry about mon
ey the rest of his life. The plot covers the ad
ventures of Don Quixote and his  squi re, San

- l"' I��--

cho Panza. Master and squi re have many ad
ventu res, some funny, some crazy, sometimes 
causing more harm than good! However, the 
characters are so lovable that the book became 
immensely popular, and was translated i nto 
severa l languages. This book is considered to be 
the fi rst modern novel, because ti l l  then, popular 
fiction was al l  about chiva l rous knights and dash
ing heroes. Cervantes changed that when he 
wrote in simple prose, about an  ordi nary man who 

Our next 
mission is to 

explore Mars! 

wanted to be a 
knight, and 
who did many 
foolish but en
tertaining thi ngs 
in the bargain !  



Why is Leon
ardo da Vinci's work 

Treatise of Painting 
unique? 

Leornardo da Vinci was not 
only one of the greatest paint
ers of a l l  times, but a lso per
haps the most widely talented 
person ever to have l ived. He 
was a consummate painter 
and sculptor, a great i nventor, 
mi l itary engineer, scientist, 
botan ist, and mathematician!  
He l ived during the Renais
sance i n  Italy, and while work
ing in M i lan as an artist, he be
gan writing texts for his stu
dents and apprentices. H is  
notebooks covered more than 
1 000 pages of observations 
and i l lustrations. They re
mained unpubl ished for more 
than a century, and were gath
ered together a nd pri nted on Iy 
after his death. 'Treatise of 
Paintings,' is un ique in that it 
advises aspir ing painters on 
techniques on perspective, 
l ight and shadow, colour glaz
ing and painting mixing. It up
holds da Vinci's bel ief that 
painting is  notjust an art, but a 
science as wel l .  

The Pilgrim's Progress 

Why has 'The Pilgrim's 
Progress' become one of the 
most widely read books? 

'The P i lgrim's P rogress', 
was written by John Bunyan 
in the 1 600's. He was an Eng
l ish preacher and writer. 
Whi le imprisoned for preach
ing the Gospel without re
ceiving permission from the 
Established Church, he wrote 
this  book in two parts. Part I 
tel ls of 'Christian' and his  
journey to 'Celestial City'; Part 
II tel ls of the journey of Chris
tian's wife Christiana and 
their chi ldren to Celestial 

City. The two 



/ 

parts work together 
as a unified whole, 

which describes and de
picts the believer's l ife and 
struggles. Translated into 
over 1 00 language� The 
Pi lgri m's Progress' is one of 
the most famous classics 
of l iterature. 

On one level, its simple 
style provides entertaining 
readi ng. On the other, it 
offers a relig ious message 
to readers to help them 
save their souls. Is  it any 
wonder then that it was 
read widely throughout 
Europe and the American 
colonies when it was pub
lished, and that it remains 
popular to this 
day? 

The Principia 

Why is it said that Newton's 
book 'Mathematical Principles of 
Natural Philosophy' laid the 
foundation of modern physics? 

Isaac Newton was an Engl ish 
physicist and mathematician, 
and the greatest scientist of his 
era. Before Newton's ti me, no 
one could satisfactori ly expla i n  
why objects a lways fel l down-
wards, what caused the tides, or 
how planets remained in thei r or
bits. Newton came up with nu
merous theories and contributed 
ideas to many d ifferent fields in
clud ing physics, mathematics and 
ph i losophy. In  1 687, with the sup
port of his  friend the astronomer 
Edmond Hal ley, Newton pub
l i shed his s ingle g reatest work, 
'Mathematica I P ri nci pies ofNatu ra I 
P hi losophy'. This  showed how a 
un iversal force, gravity, applied to 

. a l l  objects in a l l  parts of the un i
verse. He also described the three 
laws of motion. These concepts laid 
the foundation for modern physics, 
and remained at the forefront of 
science for centuries after. 



Two Treatisesof Government 

Why is 'Two Treatises of Govern
mentl the book that laid the fou nda
tion for democracy? 

John Locke was an English phi loso
pher who was one of the pioneers of 
modern thinking. He made great con
tri butions in studies of politics, govern
ment, and psychology, and is famous 
for his book 'Two Treatises of Govern
ment,' that was published in 1 689. 
Locke hoped to point out the defects 
in the existing form of government, 
and lay the groundwork for a better 
option. Lockeargued thatsovereignty 
lies not i n  the king or with the state, 
but with the people, and insisted that 
people had the right to overthrow a 
tyrannica l government. Locke be-
lieved in the middle class, and its 
right to freedom of conscience and 
right to property. He had faith in  sci
ence, and confidence in the good
ness of humanity. Locke's work was 
very important to the writers of the 
American Declaration of Independ
ence and Constitution. They bor
rowed some of his  ideas, and ex
panded on them. His work a lso i n
spired the French Revolution, and 
can be said to have laid the founda
tions for modern democracies. 

Why has 
Daniel Defoe/s 
'Robinson Crusoel 
fascinated readers 
around the world? 

Daniel Defoe was an  
English writer, most 
famous for his novel 
'Robinson Crusoe' 
that was published in  
1 71 9. The story is 
about a shi pwrecked 
man cal led Robi nson 
Crusoe, and his ad
ventures on a desert
ed island where he 
was washed ashore. 
The book captured 
the i magination of its 
early 1 8th century 
readers, and went 
through six editions 

in j ust its 
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Adventures of 
Robinson Crusoe 

first four months on the market. 
One reason for its popularity i s  that it i s  

packed with excitement and adventure, 
with sai l ing ships, stormy seas, guns, and 
cann ibals. It is also a vivid commentary 
on the human need for both society and 
sol itude, on Man's i ngenuity and spi rit
ual struggles, and on the sol id strength 
of m iddle class values. Without doubt, 

Wow, it's 
against Newton's 
tneory of gravity! 

D e f o e ' s  
R o b i n s o n  
Crusoe es
tabl i shed a 
r e a l i s t i c  
style of fic
tion, and set 
the tone for 
m o d e r n  
novels. 

James Patter
son, an Ameri
can writer, be
came the first 
author to cross 
more than a mil
lion sales in 

electronic 
books. 1.14 mil
lion units of his 
books were sold 
for electronic 
devices such as 
the Kindle and 
iPad. His novels 
featuring Alex 
Cross and the 
Women's Mur
der Club are im
mensely popu
lar. 
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Gulliver's Travels 
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Why is 
book 'Gulliver's 

Travels' a world classic? 
Gul liver's Travels is an adven

ture story by Jonathan Swift, pub-
lished in 1 726. It is an account of several 

voyages of Lemuel Gulliver, a ship's sur
geon. Because of a series of mishaps, Gul
liver ends upon several unknown islands. 
He meets with, and lives with people and 
animals of unusual sizes, behaviour, and 
philosophies. However, after each adven
ture, he somehow manages to return to his 
home in England, where he recovers from 
these unusual experiences, and then sets 
out again on a new voyage. 

What makes the book a world classic is 
the treatment. Swift has represented ideas 
as grotesque creatures, absurd customs as 
absurd objects, and the familiar as some
thing new and surprising. The book is di
vided into four sections, and is part novel, 
part adventure, and part satire. It did not 
stick to any rules, and is widely considered 
to be Swift's greatest work, as well as one of 
the indisputable classics of English litera
ture. 

Tell Me Why 
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Why is 'The Social 
Contract' considered to be the 
Bible of the French Revolutionar

ies? 
'The Socia l Contract' was written by 

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, an important 
figure in the history of phi losophy. The 
Social Contract was a masterpiece writ
ten by hi m  in 1 762. In this  book, Rous
seau explained his  political theories, 
wh ich would later influence the writers 
of the United States Constitution as wel l  
as the leaders of the French Revolution. 
The book opens with the famous words 
'Man is born free; and everywhere he is 
in  chains'. With its slogan, 'Liberty, Equal
ity, Fraternity', it became the bible of the 

Man is 
born free and 

every where he is 
in chains. 

French revolu
tionaries. Today, 
'The Socia l Con
tract,' is accepted 
as one of the sin
gle most impor
tant decla rations 
of the natural 
rights of man in 
the history of po-
litical phi loso-

phy. 



Why is 'Pride and Prejudice' one of the 
best loved novels of all time? 

Jane Austen was an English novelist who 
lived i n  the 1 9th century. Her books are set 
among the English middle and upper class
es, and are notable for thei r  wit, social obser
vation, and insights into the lives of women of 
that era. Her novel 'Pride and Prejudice,' was 

Pride and Prejudice 

Why did 'Inquiry into the Nature and 
Causes of the Wealth of Nations,' lay the 
foundation for modern economics? 

Adam Smith was a Scottish economist and 
phi losopher who became famous because of 
his influential book ' Inqui ry into the Nature 
And Causes OfThe Wealth of Nations', written 
in 1776. Smith lived in an era when the British 
public and Parliament clung to a feudal eco
nomic system in which the government main
tained control overthe economy. Smith cal led 
for economic freedom and free trade. He de
scribed the workings of a market economy, 
the division of la bou r in  prod uction, the nature 
of wealth in  relation to 
money, and many other 
economic concepts, in
cludi ng self interest and 
the international aspects 
of free trade. Is it any won
der then that Adam Smith 
is considered the father of 
modern economics, and 
that his ideas became the 
basis for  free enterprise? 
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Most Expensive 
Book 
The original 
copies of Chau
cer's Canterbury 
Tales were 
printed in 1477. 
Only oneof 
these copies is 
still owned 
privately. It was 
sold in 1998 for 
4,621,500 
pounds-and 
gained entry in
to the Guinness 
Book of Records 
as the most ex
pensive book 
ever sold. 

Tel l  Me Why 



fi rst published in  1 81 3. It is the 
story of Mrs. Bennet's attempts 
to marry off her five daughters. 
Excitement fizzes through the 
Bennet household when young, 
eligible Mr. Charles Bingley 
rents the fi ne house nearby. One 
of his friends, the wealthy Mr. 
Fitzwi l liam Darcy, annoys the 

vivacious Elizabeth Bennet, the 
second of the Bennet girls, and 
she annoys him. The romantic 
clash between the opinionated 
E lizabeth and Darcy forms the 
heart of the story, which is  told 
with a wit and sparkle that has 
made it one of the best loved 
novels of al l  time. 

the novel was published when she was 
twenty-one. When the 'Frankenstein 
monster' realizes how he came to be cre
ated and is rejected by manki nd, he seeks 
revenge on his creator's fami ly to avenge 
his own sorrow. Mary Shel ley fi rst wrote 
Frankenstein as a short story after the 
poet Lord Byron suggested to his  friends 
that each of them should write a ghost 
story. P ublished a lmost 200 years ago, 
Mary Shelley's Gothic classic sti l l  brings 

Frankenstein goose bumps to modern-day readers. 

Why is 'Franken-
stein', an unforget- Franken-
table book? stein! ! !  

Frankenstein is a 
novel written by Mary 
Shel ley about a horri
ble monster created 
by mad scientist Vic- � tor Frankenstein. � Shelley started writ
ing the story when 
she was eighteen, and 
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Fastest Selling 
'Harry Potter and the Deathly Hal

lows' by J.K. Rowling sold more than 
8.3 million copies in the 24 hours fol
lowing its release in the USA, creating 
a record. It also had the biggest initial 
print run of 15 million copies - anoth-

er record! 

Why does 
'The Last of the Mohi
cans' have a unique place in 
American Literature? 

James Fenimore Cooper is consid
ered to be the fi rst true American 
novel ist. His most popular work, 
The Lastofthe Mohicans', publ ished 
in 1 826, has remained one of the 
most widely read novels throughout 
the world. Along with his other four 
novels, this  book has had a tremen
dous impact on the way many view 
both the American Indians and the 
frontier period of American history. 
Th is historica l novel has d istinctly 
American characters and settings, 
and starkly portrays the destruction 
of the American wi lderness by the 
colonists from Europe. Whi le other 
writers had often depicted American 
Ind ians as savages, James Cooper 
highl ighted their d ignified and no
ble side. The novel became an i n
stant best seller, and James Cooper 
was establ ished as an important l it-

erary figure. 
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The Last of the Mohicans 
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Why is Ralph 
Waldo Emerson's book 

'Nature' linked with the Tran
scendentalism? 

Ralph Waldo Emerson, the author of 
'Nature', founded the American Branch of a 
European movement known as T ranscen
dental ism. The followers of this  movement 
stressed the spi ritual po
tentia l  of every individual .  
Emerson believed that 
God could be found by 
looking i nto one's own 
soul .  In h is  book Nature, he 
advised the reader to seek 
a new world by rejecting 
organized religion and 
materia li sm, and to seek 
the Divine through Nature. 
Before long, Nature be
came the guide for many 
readers who shared Emer
son's beliefs, and the T ran
scendentalist Movement 
gained strength du ring 
the 1 840s and 1 850s. 

Nature and Selected Essays 



First Dollar 
Billionaire Author 
J.K. Rowling, the 
creator of Harry 
Potter, was the first 
author to earn a bil
lion dollars. 400 
million Harry Potter 
books have been 
sold worldwide, 
making her one of 
the five self made 
female billionaires 
in the world. 

1.K. Rowling 

-
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Why is 
Charles Dick
ens 'A Christ
mas Carol' 
one of the 
best loved 
stories? I C h a r l e s  
Dickens was a 
famous writer 

who lived in England in the 1 9th Century. 
'The Christmas Carol', is the fi rst of five 
books on Christmas that were published 
in 1 843. The book is a classic about a 
mean spi rited miser Ebenezer Scrooge 
who hates Christmas. The point of the 
story is to show how and why he changes. 
Scrooge has become one of Dickens' 
best-known creations. His name has be
come a byword for meanness and his  
phrase 'Bah, humbug', has a lso taken on 
a life of its own. The Christmas Carol has 
become one of the most loved stories for 
the way it captures the spi rit of Christmas 
so beautifu lly. 

Yes, I can change, 
I decided to spend 
one rupee for tea 

from today. 
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Bronte Sisters 

The Bronte 
Sisters 

Emily Bronte had two sisters, 
Charlotte and Anne. Together, 
they are known as the Bronte sis
ters and they have charmed, in
spired, and even shocked readers 
from the Victorian Age to today. 
Raised in Yorkshire, the three sis
ters produced classics like 'Jane 
Eyre', 'Wuthering Heights' and 
'The Tenant of Wildfell Hall.' 

Why is Emily Bronte's 'Wuther
ing Heights' considered different 
fro m  the novels of that time? 

Emi ly Bronte was a nineteenth 
century English author who wrote 
just one novel- Wuthering Heights. 
The book reflects her passionate 
love of the moors, where she spent 
nearly a l l  her life. It i s  a sombre, and 
sometimes depressi ng tale of love, 
hate and revenge, told through the 
viewpoi nt of two narrators, and 
spann ing two generations. The 
novel is quite different from others 
of that time for many reasons. I n
stead of bei ng compassionate and 
heroic, the hero and heroine, Heath
cliff and Catherine are selfish and 
petty. Instead of being blissfu l ly i n  
love, Catheri ne marries someone 
else and breaks Heathcliff's heart. 
Too proud to tel l  each other thei r 
true feelings, they fight, storm, and 

Books that Shaped the World 

rage against each other, 
destroying themselves i n  
the process. There is  no 
doubt however, that the 
emotional i ntensity of the 
novel, the gloomy perspec
tive, the psychological dra
ma and the trag ic outcome 
make Wuthering Heights a 
t imeless classic. 

Wuthering Heights 



How did the 
book 'Civil Disobedi

ence' influence future leaders? 
The book 'Civi l Disobedience,' was 

written by Henry Thoreau, an American au
thor who lived in the 1 9th century. The book was 
written after he spent a night i n  ja i l  for refusing 
to pay a pol l  tax. 'Civi l Disobedience,' is an analy
sis of the i ndividua l's relationship  with 
the state. It focuses on why men obey 
governmenta l law even when they be
lieve it to be unjust. According to 
Thoreau, if a law requ i res a person to 
commit an i njustice to another, then 
the law should be broken. The book 
profoundly i nfluenced a young lawyer 
in South Africa who was protesting 
that government's treatment of i mmi
grant workers from India. T he lawyer 

It's 
was Moh

.
andas 

difficult to K. �and hl .  Ga�-

col lect tax. Every- dhl found In 

one is reading Civi l Thoreau the 
Disobedience. techniques he 

would use i n  
thesubsequent 
struggle for I n
dian i ndepend
ence, and civi l 
di so bedi ence  
became a pow
erfu l  tool for 
future leaders. 

Why was 
'David Copper-
field' considered a 
reflection of social 
conditions in 19th 
century England? 

Charles Dickens, the 
great 1 9th century 
English author, is the 
author of the famous 
book 'David Copper
field'. The book is 
about David Copper
field, an orphan, and 
through h is hero, 
Dickens draws openly 
on his own life. It i s  a 
story of the develop-



No Verbs 
Can you imagine a 

novel that does not 
contain any verbs? It 
may seem impossI
ble, but believe It or not, 
French author Michel Thaler 
published a 233 page novel 
'Le Train de Nulle Part' or 
'The Nowhere Train,' which 
has no verbs. A sample sen
tence goes like this 'Fool's 
luckl A vacant seat, almost, 
in that train. A provisional 
stop, why not? So, my new 
address in this nowhere train: 
car 12, 3,d compartment, 
forward. Once again, why 
not?' Astounding, isn't It? 

ment of a writer, 
but it is a lso a portrait of 

Victorian England at mid-cen
tury with a host of characters 
designed to show various social 
features like class structure, the 
penal system, the education 
avai lable for poorer chi ldren, 
and d ifferent forms of ch i ld la
bour and abuse. 

David Copperfield is a story of 
social protest, but it is also about 
a young man who must learn to 
overcome tragedy, and trust 
that rea l love and happiness may 
yet be his. 

Why is 
The Scarlet 
Letter considered a 
masterpiece of American 
literature? 

'The Scarlet Letter' is a 
novel published in 1 850 
and written by Nathaniel 
Hawthorne. Set i n  1 7th cen
tury puritan Boston, it tells 
the story of Hester Prynne, 
who g ives bi rth after com
mitting adultery and strug
gles to create a new l ife of 
repentance and d ign ity. The 
novel shows the terri ble i m
pact a single, passionate act 
has on the l ives of three 
members of a community. It 
is a masterfu l exploration of 
humanity's unending strug
gle with sin, gui lt, and pride. 



Why is 'Uncle Tom's Cabin' considered the spark that lit 
the American Civil War? 

'Uncle Tom's Cabin,' is a novel by Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, published in 1 852. T he story 
begins as two slaves, Tom and four  year old 
Harry, are sold to pay their owner's family 
debts. The story focuses on Tom, a strong, 
rel igious man l iving with his wife and three 
young chi ldren, and El iza, Harry's mother. 
The novel ends when both Tom and El iza 
escape slavery. El iza and her fami ly reach 
Canada, but Tom's freedom comes with 
death. 

Uncle Tom's Cabin changed forever 
how Americans viewed slavery. It was a 

Why is 'Moby Dick' considered Her
man Melville's greatest work? 

'Moby Dick,' is considered to be the 
g reatest work of the American author 
Herman Melvi l le, whose sea going ex
periences became the subject of this 
novel . Hai led as a classic l iterary master
piece, 'Moby Dick,' tel ls the ta le of one 
man's fatal obsession, and his wi l l ing
ness to sacrifice his l ife and that of his 
crew to achieve his goal .  The story fol

Help! 
Moby Dick's 

here! 

lows the fortunes of 
Captain Ahab and 
the crew of the 

Moby Dick 

Pequod, a 1 9th century 
whaling ship. The ���,�r ;) Pequod is on its last 

,,1; voyage in pursuit of 

�����;2].-_�fi;� Moby Dick, the g reat 
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Why is 'On the Origin 
of Species' called the 
book that shook the 
world? 

runaway best
seller, and con
tributed to the 
outbreak of the 
Civil War by 
opening peo
ple's eyes to the 
harsh rea l ities 
of about slav
ery, and pre
senting things 
in a personal
ized way from 

CHARLES 
DARWIN 

Charles Darwin's book 
'On the Origin of Spe
cies,' introduced the 
concept that popula
tions evolve over the 
course of generations, 
through a process of 
natural selection. He 
wrote the book based 

the slave's point of 
view. 

white whale which 
has been Ahab's bit
ter adversary for 
many years. Narrat
ed by the sole survi
vor Ishmael, the ta le 
combines a wealth 
of l iterary symbol
ism, h idden mean
ing, and phi losophi-
cal debate with ad
venture and g ives a 
deta i led h istorica l 
account of the 1 9th 
century whal ing. 
Without doubt, this 
timeless epic is one 
of the g reatest sea 
stories ever told. 

on the evidence that he had col lected 
du ring the course of his voyage on the 
ship HMS Beagle in the 1 83 1 .  Darwin 
had encountered the extraordinary ani
mal l ife ofthe Galapagos Is lands. On his 
return, he put forth his theory in  h is 
book. When fi rst published in 1 859, its 
centra l theory - that the natural order 
was not permanent and unchanging, 
but a g radual process of evolution -
shook the world. It infu riated many 
people because it chal lenged the exist-

ing rel igious be-
5 i r , we are l ief that God cre-

cousins! ated man in his 
own image. 
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Longest Novel 
The longest novel in 

Why did Victor 
Hugo's 'Les Miserables' 
create waves? 

Perhaps the greatest writer that 
France has produced is Victor Hugo, 
author of Les Miserables. Publ ished 
in 1 862, this classic ta le is set against 
the backdrop of pol itica l upheaval in 
1 9th-century France. It fol lows the 
l ives and interactions of severa l 
French characters over a seventeen
year period and focuses on the 
struggles of ex-convict Jean Valjean 
and his experience of redemption. 
Th is historical fiction a lso examines 
the natu re of law and grace, the 
history of France, architecture of 
Paris, pol itics, mora l phi losophy, 
justice, rel igion, and d ifferent types 
of love. It spoke forthose members 
of society forced by unemploy

ment and starvation to commit 
crimes. The poor understood Hugo's 
message, and worshipped h im as 
their spokesman. Les Miserables cre
ated waves because Hugo had written 
a book about the poor and suffering 
people, a book that demanded a 
change in society's judgment of its 

citizens. 

the English language is 'Clarissa'. It runs to about 
one million words, and was written by Samuel Richard-
son. It was published in 1748, and composed entirely of let
ters written by the characters, and some of the letters appear 
endless to the reader! 
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Why is 'Alice's 
Adventures in Wonder

land,' such a well- loved book? 
For more than 1 30 years, chi ldren 

have revel led in the the del ightfu l  fan
tasy cal led 'Al ice's Adventu res in  Won
derland' written by Lewis Carrol l .  Th is 
remarkable story of a little g i rl ca l led Al
ice, who embarks on possibly one of the 
most amazing, fantastica l adventu res in 
l iterary h istory, has more than stood the 
test of time. In  it, the reader meets not 
only Al ice, but also the White Rabbit, the 
Queen of Hearts, the Mock Tu rtle, and 
the Mad Hatter, among a mu ltitude of 
other characters - extinct, fantastical, 
and commonplace creatures. 

Alice jou rneys through this wonder
land, trying to fathom the meaning of 
her strange experiences .. . 
but they turn out to be 'curi
ouser and curiouser'! 'Alice's 
Adventu res in Wonderland,' 
is fu l l  of parody and satire. 
Adults enjoy Carroll 's com
ments on history, pol itics, 
and society, whi le chi ldren 
simply love it for its absurdity 
and magical qual ity. 

No 'E' 
Another amazing 
novel is one that is 
written without the 
letter 'e' appearing 
anywhere in it. The 
novel 'Gadsby,' by 
Ernest Vincent has 
50,000 words, but 
not a single word 
has the letter 
'e' in it! 
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Das Kapital 

Karl Marx 

Why has 
'Das Kapital,' 

changed the course 
of history? 

'Das Kapital,' by Ka rl Marx 
has often been ca l led the Bi
ble of the working class. Pub
l ished in 1 867, it is a landmark 
work that condemns capital
ism. Karl Marx was a hugely 
influentia l revolutionary 
thinker and phi losopher. His 
writings formed the theoreti
ca l base for modern interna
tional communism. 

Marx bel ieved that that al l  
human history had been 
based on class struggles, but 
that these wou ld u ltimately 
d isappear with the victory of 
the masses. His work is now 
considered by communists 
a l l  over the world to be the 
source of absolute truth on 
matters of economics, phi los
ophy, and politics. 'Das Kapi
tal,' Karl Marx's masterpiece, 
is the book that above al l  oth
ers formed the twentieth 
centu ry. F rom it sprung the 
economic and pol itica l sys
tems that in our time, domi
nated ha lf the Earth for half a 
century. 



Too Long 

Why is  it  said 
that Jules Verne predict-
ed many scientific advances in 

'Twenty Thousand Leagues Un
der the Sea'? 

Ju les Verne, a 1 9th centu ry F rench 
author, wrote 
many great 
books portray
ing imagined sci
entific wonders. 
In 'Twenty Thou
sand Leagues un-
der the Sea', he 
wrote about the 
adventu res of Cap-

J tt"  . .  ( 
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Many people at
tribute the longest 
sentence in literature 
to Victor Hugo. The 
claim is that, a sen
tence in 'Les Misera
bles,' has 823 words 
earning it that title. 
However, that ap
plies to French liter
ature. Traditionally, 
the longest sen
tence in English lit
erature has been 
said to be a sen
tence in 'Ulysses' 

tain Nemo and the 
crew of an atomic 
submarine cal led the 

Twenty Thousand 
Leagues 

Under the Sea 
by James Joyce, 
which has 4,391 

Nauti lus - long before ------

submarines or atomic energy were even 
thought of! In many ways, the Nauti lus 
isn't a l l  that d ifferent from some modern 
subs. The novel also describes in  rea l istic 
detai l ,  not just the submarine, but its un-

words! 

dersea explorations and the places it visits, 
including the South Pole, and the lost city of 
Atlantis. Amazingly, in the book, Ju les Verne 
even predicts environmental problems l ike 
the exti nction of wha les! 
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Brothers Karamazov 

38 

Why is 
'The Brothers 

Karamazov,' con
sidered one of the 

greatest novels of all 
time? 
'The Brothers Karama

zov,' was written by Fyodor 
Dostoevsky, a great Russian 
author who l ived in  the 1 9th 

century. It is a compelling, 
profound, and complex story 
of a murder- and of the four 
sons of the murdered man 
who each had a motive to ki l l  
h im. They were Dmitry, the 
sensua l ist, Ivan, the intellec
tual, Alyosha, the mystic and 
the twisted, and cunning 
Smerdyakov, the i l legitimate 
chi ld. The novel is lu rid, 
nightmarish, and bri l l iant. It 
grips the reader with a sordid 
love triangle, obsession, and 
a breathtaking courtroom 
drama. It is a lso a search for 
the truth bytheauthor- about 
Man, about l ife, about the ex
istence of God. It was Dosto
evsky's final  work, his crown
ing achievement- and per
haps, the finest novel 
of al l  time. 

Tell Me Why 



Why is 
'Treasure Is-
land,' a classic 
of children's 
literature? 

'Treasure I s
land,' written 
by Robert 
Louis Steven
son, is one of 
the most ex-

Treasure Island citing adven-
ture stories 

for chi ldren. Published in 1 883, it has 
captu red the imagination of chi ld ren of 
al l  ages across the world with its tale of a 
search for buried treasure. The author 
has created a thri l l ing story of adventure 
and treachery on the high seas, a l l  seen 
through the eyes of a boy named J im 
Hawki ns .  J i  m is the hero of the story, and 
he's a good lad with a stout heart. 

The story has many colourfu l charac
ters, and the most fascinating among 
them is Long John Si lver, the pi rate cap
ta in. The plot moves along very briskly, 
with no wasted scenes, and the suspense 
is so gripping, that it can be enjoyed not 
just by chi ldren, but by adults too. 

that Shaped the World 

Crime and 
Punishment 

'Crime and Punish
ment' is another 
masterpiece by Dos
toevsky. lt is the dis
turbing story of a 
youngman'sdescent 
into crime. It is a tale 
of horror, guilt, and 
punishment, a crime 
novel without a mys
tery which still man
ages to create almost 
unbearable tension 
in the reader's mind. 

Crime and 
Punishment 
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Why is 'The Adventures 
of Huckleberry Finn' consid

ered a trailblazer in American litera
ture? 

'The Adventures of Huckleberry F inn,' is a 
great American novel, written by Mark Twain, 
as a sequel to h is earlier book The Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer'. The book tel l s the story of 
'Huck' F inn, his friend Jim, and their journey 
down the Mississippi River on a raft. Both are 
running away- Huck from his drunken fa
ther, and J im as a runaway slave. 

The wit and wisdom of Mark Twain, a 1 9th 

century American author, and his use of 
colloquial  language and portrayal of 
American themes has made this book a 
trai lblazer in American l iterature. The 

story of Huckleberry F inn 
abounds with enduring les
sons and images that shine 
through in every page. Is it 
any wonder then, that 
throughout the 20th century, 
the book has become fa
mous as one of Twain's 
greatest achievements? 



Why is Tolstoy's 'War and 
Peace,' considered a monumental 
achievement? 

'War and Peace' by Leo Tolstoy is a 
novel that took seven years to write, 
and spans a period of fifteen years, 
Published in 1 886, the story is about 
Napoleon's invasion of Russia in 1 8 1 2. 

As the invasion progresses, Tolstoy 
vividly fol lows characters from d iverse 
backgrounds-peasants and nobil ity, 
civi l ians and sold iers-as they struggle 
with the problems unique to their era, 
their history, and their cultu re. Gradu
al ly, these characters take on a l ife of 
thei r  own to become some of the most 
moving- and human- figures in world 
literatu re. 'War and Peace' is a truly 
monumenta l achievement for its scope 
and l iterary style, its historical content 
and rea l ism and its psycho-
logica l depth and insights 
into the va lid ity ofwar. 

War and Peace 

Challenges 
Patience 
The book that 
cha"enges the 
patience of a 
reader the most is 
one that 
demonstrates how 
to calculate the 
number pi in 800 
pages. It is titled 
'Pi: A Source 
Book,' and docu
ments the history 
of pi from the 
dawn of mathe
matical time to 
the present. 



Why is Bram Stok-
er's 'Dracula,' one of the 
greatest of horror stories? 

Bram Stoker's 'Dracula,' is one of the most 
magnificent novels of the 1 9th century. It por
trays the struggle between good and evil, tra
d ition and modernity. The author didn't in
vent vampires, but his novel captured the 
publ ic's imagination and made vampire sto-

ries the rage. 
Bram Stoker's 'Dracu la' is the story of the no

torious vampire Count Dracu la, lord of the un
dead, who rises from his coffin at night to suck 
the blood of the l iving. The book succeeds in 
creating an aura of the cu lture of the Victorian 
era. The characters - men and women - their 
behaviour, l ifestyle, ethics and aesthetics - al l  
are deeply and truly Victorian. A lunatic asylum, 
a bleak Transylvanian castle, an ancient ceme
tery ... these are the dark backgrounds to the 
even darker deeds portrayed in this most 
bloodcurdl ing of tales. Dracu la is undoubted ly 
one of the g reatest of horror stories ever told. 

A Writer's Writer 
'War a nd Peace,' by 

Leo Tolstoy was the longest 
book written in the 1 9th cen

tury. The original text has some 460000 Rus
sian and French words, and since there were 
no computers or copying machines at that 
time, it was Tolstoy's wife who copied the 
manuscript by hand, seven times! 



Why is 
Sherlock Holmes 
one of the most endur
ing characters in litera
ture? 

'The Adventures of Sher
lock Holmes,' was written 
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
who practiced medicine 
unti l 1 89 1 ,  when he be
came a ful l  time writer. 
Doyle based the character 
of Sherlock Holmes on Doc
tor Joseph Bell, a surgeon 
and teacher he had studied 
with whi le attending Edin
burgh University. Dr. Bell 
had the uncanny abil ity to 
reveal a patient's symp
toms, diagnose patients, 
and report on their origins 

before 
they would speak a 

word to him about their af
fl ictions! This gift was a charac

teristic of Sherlock Holmes too. 
The fi rst Sherlock Holmes story, 

'A Study in Scarlet,' was written in 
three weeks in 1 886, and pub
l ished in 1 887. The second Sher
lock Holmes story, The Sign of the 
Four,' was written for the Lippin
cott's Magazine and the later sto
ries appeared in the Strand Maga
zine. Sherlock Holmes remains 
one of the most loved, and most 
famous of fictiona l detectives to 
this day, because of his integrity, 
trustworthiness, sensibi l ity, ra
tional thinking, decisiveness, lack 
of emotiona l ism, and intellectual 
superiority. 

Mr. Watson, 
I am searching for 
Dr. Conan Doyle . . .  



Why is 'The War 
of the Worlds,' a model 

for science fiction stories? 
'The War of the Worlds,' is one of 

the most terrifying science fiction novels 
ever penned. Written by H.G. 
Wel ls, and published in 
1 898, the novel begins 
with a series of strange 
flashes in the d istant night 
sky, that herald an invasion 
from Mars. 

The Martian attack ini
tial ly causes l ittle concern 
on Earth. Then the destruc
tion erupts- ten massive al
iens roam England and de
stroy everything in their 
path with heat rays. Very 
soon, humankind finds itself 
on the brink of extinction. 

Tl:\E WAR 
OF THEWOlUDS I The War o! 

the Worlds 

'War of the Worlds,' tel ls  a completely con
vincing story of a l ien invasion, and the plight 
of humans caught up in it. It set the trend for 
the science fiction stories that are enormously 
popu lar today, and ra ises important ques
tions about mortality, Man's place in nature, 
and the evil l u rking in the technological fu
ture- questions that remain urgently relevant 
in the 21 st century. 
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The Metamorphosis 
'T he Metamorphosis/ is a German classic writ

ten by Franz Kafka. Published in 1 9 1 5, it is a 
masterful mix of horror and absurdity. The story 
revolves around a travelling salesman's bizarre 
transformation from man, to a man-sized insect. 
The book became one of the most important 
works of short fiction in the 20th century, and is 

widely taught in colleges and uni
versities. 

Why does 
'The Interpretation of 
Dreams/ play a key role in the field 
of psychology? 

'The Interpretation of Dreams,' is the work 
of Sigmund Freud, who is un iversa l ly con
sidered the 'father' of psychoanalysis. In th is 
book, which was published in 1 899, F reud 
analyzes his own dreams as examples to 
prove his new theory of the psychology of 
dreams. He put forward the theory that a l l  
dreams represent the fulfi lment of a wish 
on the part of the dreamer, and maintains 

T RAU M D E U T U N G  

that even anxiety d reams and night
mares a re expressions of unconscious 
desires. He also bel ieved that d reams 
often reflectthetraumas ofchi ldhood, 
and that people or objects appearing 
in dreams are symbol ic of something 

IY s.KJM. FRfLD 

ooks that Shaped the Wor d 
,. R A N t  D If U t I C K f. 

else. The book has become classic text 
on dream analysis and interpretation, 
and has introduced many key con
cepts that would later become centra l 
to psychoanalysis. 



The Story of My Life 

Why is 'Up from Slavery,' an in
spirational autobiography? 

'Up from Slavery,' by Booker T. 
Washington is a book that describes 
his rise from a poor, uneducated 
slave to the head of an institution, 
that helped other African Americans 
to learn a ski l l ,  and improve their 
status in  l ife. Booker himself was 
born as a slave on a plantation in 
1 856. He toiled in the coal mines, 
and packed salt as a chi ld . However, 
he was determined to educate him
self, which he d id by studying at 
night. F inal ly, he rose to become 
the head of an institution that 
helped others l ike him. He bel ieved 
that education was the key to im
proving economic conditions. His 
l ife, and the book he wrote about it, 
became an inspiration for other 
downtrodden African Americans, 
and d rew nationa l attention to their 

pl ight. 

Whyis Helen 
Keller's 'The Story 
of My Life,' a shining 
light for disabled ones? 

Helen Kel ler  was born 
in 1 880. When she was a 
baby, she was stricken 
with an i l l ness that left 
her bl ind and deaf. 

In 'The Story of My l ife,' 
she recounts how she 
slowly learnt to rely on 
her other senses, both 
to communicate with 
others, and to sense na
ture. She learnt to read 
using Brai l le- a script in
vented forthe bl ind-and 
graduated from col lege. 
She publ ished 'The Story 

Up From Slavery 

Tel l  Me 



of My Life,' 
in 1 903, and 

became a tireless 
crusader for the 
d isabled, and the 
underprivi leged. Is  
it  any wonder that 
her book has be
come a shin ing 
l ight for disabled 
people a l l  over the 
world? She proved, 
through her ex
traordinary trans
formation, that dis
abi l ity was not a bar 
to education, or to 
the joys of leading a 
normal, productive 
l ife. 

Why is /The 
Call of the Wild,' 

both entertaining and 
thought provoking? 

'The Call of the Wi ld' is a story 
set in the Alaskan wilderness. The 

author, John London, narrates a 
classic ta le of survival from the view

point of an animal, the sled dog Buck. 
Buck's l ife and death struggle for sur
viva l in the bleak, hostile, icy Arctic en
vironment makes for gripping reading. 
It's a lso symbolic ofthe struggle of the 
working classes against the odds 
stacked up against them in a capital is
tic society. 

Publ ished in 1 903, 'The Cal l  of the 
Wild,' was based on the authors own 
adventu res, and it highl ights the sharp 
contrast between the pristine beauty 
of the Arctic, and the dreary conditions 
of the Engl ish sl ums in London which 
had visited shortly before he wrote the 
book. 'The Cal l  of the Wild,' was an in
stant h it with readers of al l ages .. . and 
remains so to this day. 

My 
superb story! 



Why did Einstein write 'The Spe
cial and General Theory of Relativity'? 

Albert Einstein, one of the greatest physicists the 
world has ever seen, is the author of 'Relativity: The 
Specia l and General Theory'. The work was published 
in 1 91 6, and in  it, Einstein attempts to explain the 
complex principles of his Theory of Relativity in terms 
simple enough for a layman to understand. Einstein's 
work created new branches of study in physics and 
revolutionized astronomy. Einstein's theories of rela
tivity have not only affected our dai ly l ives in such 
basic ways as how we heat our homes, reach our 
destinations, and measu re our days, but the theories 
were also used by ph i losophers, politicians, and ac
tivists to turn mora l phi losophy upside-down. Ein-
stein was awarded the Nobel Prize for Physics in  
1 92 1 . Did you know that this bri l l iant mathemati
cian and physicist got only poor g rades in school, 
and dropped out at the age of 1 5  
because he was bored? 

Albert Einstein 



Why did 
'Siddhartha,' lead to an in

creased interest in Eastern religions? 
'Siddhartha,' by Hermann Hesse is the story 

of a young man who leaves h is fami ly for a contem
plative l ife. He then gets restless, and discards it for 
one of the flesh. He conceives a son, but 
bored and sickened by lust and greed, 
moves on again. Neardespair, Siddhartha 
comes to a river where he hears a unique 
sound. This sound signa ls the true begin
n ing of his l ife-the beginning of suffering, 
rejection, peace, and, final ly, wisdom. A 
mystical and lyrica l book, Siddhartha is a 
beautifu l story of a tru ly personal quest 
towards the self-fu lfi lment we a l l  must 
strive to attain.  

The story is set in India, and the book 
sparked an interest in Eastern rel igions 
when it was published in 1 922. Sid
dha rtha is one of the names of the histori
cal Gautama Buddha, and while the l ife 
of Hesse's character resembles that of his histori
cal counterpart to some extent, Siddhartha is by 
no means a fictional l ife of Buddha and h is teach
ings. 

/' The Waste Land 
'T he Waste Land,' is perha ps the most dis-

cussed long poem ofthe 20th century. Written by T.S.Eliot, it deals 
with the decline of civilization, and the impossibility of recover
ing meaning in life. Made up of 434 lines, 'The Waste Land' is a 
disturbing poem, marked by the hundreds of al lusions and q uo
tations from other texts . 
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Why is 
'Ulysses,' a ground 
breaking masterpiece? 

Ulysses is a modernist novel, written 
by James Joyce and publ ished in 1 922. lt 
is an extremely long story that is funny, 
sorrowful, and even suspenseful .  U lysses 
deta i ls the l ives ofthree ord inary people 
du ring a single day. It is set in Dubl in, 
I reland, and involves subjects such as 
mythology, European history, rel igion, 
and astronomy. The book has fascinated 
scholars and baffled readers for decades 
with its dense prose, obscure puns and 
a l lusions to the cha racters and events of 
Homer's epic Greek poem 'The Odyssey'. 
Joyce experimented with new l iterary 
techniques in this novel. He omitted 
punctuations, exhibited frank expres
sions, and made free use of fragmented 
idea to create a tru ly g round breaking 

Two Moons 
Jonathan Swift, the 

author of 'Gulliver's Trav
els', wrote abouttwo moons 

that circle Mars. What is 
amazing is that he described 
them exactly! A hundred years 
later, the two moons of Mars, 
Phobos and Deimos, were discov
ered by Asaph Hall, Sr. on August 

1 2th, 1 877, and they matched 
Swift's description in eve

ry way! 

masterpiece. 



Why can 'Mein Kampf,' be said 
to be responsible for 50 million 
deaths? 

'Mein Kampf,' was written by 
Adolf Hitler, and is an autobio
graphica l account of his youth and 
rise with in the Nazi Party of Germa
ny. In it, he elaborated on his bel iefs 
on race, politics, and the future of 
the German people. The book re
flects his plan to create a master Ar
yan race by destroying those whom 
he viewed as the inferior races- in
cluding the Jews. Published in  two 
volumes in 1 925 and 1 927, 'Mein 
Kampf,' became the political mani
festo of the Nazi Party. In the book, 
H itler justified the mi l itary conquest 
offoreign lands in the interests of 
creating a master race. The book 
was not taken seriously at first, 
but in the end, the ideas H itler put 
forward in the book led to World 
War I I . It was the most destructive 
of wars, and it caused the death of 
50 mi l l ion people, incl uding mi l
l ions of Jews who were ki l led on the 
basis of their race alone. 

Books that Shaped the World 

'Book' 
'The English word 
'book' comes from 
the Danish word for 
book which is 'bog'. 
'Bog' is Danish for 
birch tree, and the 
early people of 
Denmark wrote on 
birch bark. The Lat
in word for book is 
'liber,' and it refers 
to the thin layer 
found between the 
bark and the wood 
which was called 
liber, on which the 
Romans wrote be
fore they started 
using parchment. 
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Why is the 'Oxford English ----
Dictionary,' a treasure house of 
the English language? 

'The Oxford Engl ish Dictionary,' is the 
authority on the history of the Engl ish lan
guage from 1 1 50, to the present day. It not 
only records and defines a l l  the words ever used 

in the Engl i sh language, but also i l l us
trates how each word has been used at 
the various stages of its history. Conta in
ing over 600,000 words and 2,500,000 
quotations, the 'Oxford Engl ish Diction
a ry,' is without doubt a treasure-house of 
the Engl ish language. 

The d ictionary had its origins in the 1 850's 
when it was fi rst proposed by the Ph i lologi
ca l Society of London. The project got un
derway in 1 879, with a Scottish Professor 
named Murray as the principa l ed itor. Mur-
ray and his  team did manage to publ ish the 

fi rst part i n  1 884. Over the next four decades, work on 
the Dictionary continued, and new editors joined the 
project. Sadly, Murray did not l ive to see the comple
tion of his  g reat work. In Apri l 1 928, the last volume 
was publ ished under the imposing name 'A New 
Engl ish Dictionary on Historica l Principles'. It 
contained over 
400,000 words and 
phrases i n  ten vol
umes. It has been 
constantlyupdated 
and modern ized 
unti l it has reached 
its present form , 
making it a l iving 
document. 



Why is 'All Quiet on the 
Western Front' an unusual book? 

'All Quiet on the Western Front,' is 
a novel by Erich Maria Remarque, 
publ ished in 1 929. Remarque based 
the book on his own experience as 
a young infantryman in the Ger
man army during World War I. H is  
purpose in writing the novel was 
'to report on a generation that 
was destroyed by the war-even 

when it escaped the shel l s'. The story 
is about a lost generation, as seen through the eyes of Pau l 
Baumer, a nineteen-year-old German volunteer, du ri ng the 
last two years of World War I. The book alternates between 
periods at the Western front and peacefu l  i nterludes, gory 
battles, and scenes of young comrades passing t ime to
gether, episodes i n  the field hospital, and at home on fur
lough. The novel is unusua l i n  that it is written i n  the form of 
a series of short episodes-in the fi rst person, and in present 
tense. Th is g ives itthe feel of a d iary, with entries on everyday 
l ife i nterspersed with horrifying battle episodes. More than 
a mi l l ion copies of the book were sold i n  Germany the fi rst 
yea r  it appeared, fol lowed by mi l l ions more when translated 
and d istributed in other 
nations. 

The Tin Drum 
Gunter Grass 

speaks for a generation 
of Germans who grew up 

during the Nazi era. His 
debut novel, The Tin Drum 

Books that Shaped the World 

(1 959), took the literary 
world by storm. It's the 
story of Oskar Matzerath, 
who communicates largely 
through his toy Tin Drum. 
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Why is 'The 
Sound and the 
Fury,' a different 
type of book? 

'The Sound and 
the Fury,' by Wil
l iam Faulkner is the 
story of a decaying 
aristocratic fami ly. 
It is set in M ississip
pi after the Civi l 
War. The story is 

told from four d ifferent 
perspectives, each making up a 
d ifferent section with a d ifferent 
narrator. The fi rst three sections 
are narrated by three Compson 
brothers - Benjamin, Quentin, 
and Jason - fol lowed by a section 
by an omniscient narrator. The 
cast of deeply troubled charac
ters-darl i ng and daring Caddy, 
innocent Benjy, tyrannical Jason, 
and tortured Quentin have 
haunted readers for decades. 
Faulkner, one of the most i nflu
ential of 20th centu ry writers, 
casts aside traditiona l aspects of 
a novel l ike plot and cha racter 
development, and i nstead ex
periments with severa l new l iter
ary techniques. As a resu lt, 'The 
Sound and Fury,' atta ins heights 
and depths of expression that are 
truly breathtaking. 
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Why is 'The Maltese 
Falcon,' a different type 
of detective story? 

'The Maltese Falcon,' 
was written by Dash iel l  
Hammett in  1 93 1 ,  and it 
became extremely popu
lar because, it was a d if
ferent type of detective 
story. The novel was cre
ated out of the author's 
own memorable back
ground. He too had 
worked as a detective for 
six years, travel l ing across 
the country on d ifferent 
assignments. The hero of 
'The Maltese Falcon,' is a 
detective, named Sam 
Spade. Un l i ke earl ier de
tectives in fiction who 
were model led after 
Sherlock Holmes, Spade 
was a hardboi led detec-

T H E  

MALTESE 
FALCON 

trt 
OASHm.L 
HAMMITT 



tive who d id not de
l iberately break the 
law, but was not 
above cutting cor
ners. He had no hesi
tation in  manipulating 
anyone, i nclud ing the 
police and his cl ients, 
to a rrive at the truth. 
Hammett wrote in a 
terse i ronic style, and 
the numerous twists and 
turns of h is plot captivated 
reader� and influenced 
authors of other detective 
novels. 

Most Valuable 
Chi ldren'S Book 

The most valuable 
children's book ever 
sold was a rare first 
edition of 'Alice's Ad
ventures in Wonder
land.' The book was 
Lewis Carroll's own 
copy. It was sold for 
$ 1 .5 million at an auc
tion. 

Books that Shaped the World 

Why did 'The 
Good Earth,' in� 
fluenee Western 
attitudes to
wards China? 

Pearl Buck, the 
fi rst American 
woman to be 
awarded the No
bel Prize for l iter

ature in 1 938, wrote 
'The Good Earth,' from her 

fi rst hand experience of l ife, in 
Ch ina. She had l ived there most 
of her l ife and her novel pro
vided i nsights into the l ives of 
rich Chinese land owners as 
well as the poor Chinese peas
ants. It is the story of the ups 
and downs in the l ife of a poor 
peasant farmer who rises to 
become a prosperous landlord
and it completely changed the 
way the Western world viewed 
China.  Ti l l  then, China had been 
a land of phi losophers and 
scholars to the west, and they 
knew noth ing about the every
day l ives of the common peo
ple. The book had a tremen
dous impact on readers - and is 
sti l l  popular today- for the 
g l impses it provides into the 
evolving cu lture of the vast 
Chinese empire. 
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Why is 'The 
Brave New World', 
a warning against 
u n c o n t r o l l e d  
technological ad
vances? 

Why was 'The Story of Civiliza
tion,' one of the most ambitious of 
literary projects? 

'The Brave New 
World,' by Aldous 
Huxley was written 

'The Story of Civi l ization,' is an eleven 
volume narrative tracing the devolve
ment of mankind from ancient times ti l l  
the early 1 9th century. It was written by 
Wi l l  Durant and his wife Ariel, and the 
couple spent 40 years writing a l l  the vol
umes, working 8 to 1 4  hours a day. They 
travel led a l l  over the world, research ing 
materia l for their work, wh ich became 
the most ambitious l iterary project ever 
undertaken. Durant paints each h istori
cal character as a rea l human being, 
with the complexities of cha racter we 
a l l  have. While he doesn't make excuses 
for vil la ins of history, he makes sure he 
humanizes each person mentioned. 
Here history is presented not as chro
nology, and not as a sequence of 
events, but as a progression of people. 
Some of the volumes are more than 

at a time in the early 
1 930's when great 
advances were being 
made i n  science. In  
The Brave New 
World,' he alerted 
people to the prob
lems that technology 
could cause, includ ing 
overpopu lation and 
psychologica l bra in 
washing.  The novel i s  
about a frightening so
ciety, where humans 
are reproduced in labo
ratories to perform cer
tain roles. Those who 
d id not conform were 
cast out. Rel igion was 
banned in th is  society, 

1 000 pages in length, but the story is  
told i n  such an enterta in ing and col
ourfu l manner that the readers are 
entranced, and never bored.  

and m ind altering d rugs a l lowed 
the government tota l control over 
the ind ividua l .  Today, his  words 
seem prophetic, for Huxley has 
warned us that technology must 
be used for the good of mankind, 
or  it wi l l  lead to its destruction. 
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What 
an amazing 

technology!! 
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Why is 'Gone With 
the Wind,' a valuable work? 

'Gone with the Wind,' is a historica l 
romance set in northern Georgia duri ng 
the d rama of the Civi l War and Reconstruc
tion Era. It traces the l ife of Scarlett O'Hara 
and her relationships with Rhett Butler, and 
Ashley and Melanie Wil kes. The novel ad
dresses such themes as survival, romantic 
love, and the society's structuring of gender 
and class. With its detai led atmosphere of a 
vanished age and its compel l ing characters, 
'Gone with the Wind,' continues to enterta in 
readers to th is day. 

Publ ished in 1 936, 'Gone with the Wind,' be
came an immediate best-sel ler, br inging fi rst
time novelist Margaret Mitchel l  an  over
whelming amount of public appreciation- and 
the 1 937 Pul itzer Prize. As wel l  as being a novel 
of epic proportions, this is va luable as a his
torica l document too. It is a depiction of l ife in  
the 1 9th century South, and a lso documents 
20th century emotions about the region's 
past, and memories of a way of l ife that many 
considered had gone with the wind. 

Book 
of a Million Poems 

T he Book of a Million Poems 
was written by the French po
et Raymond Queneau. It has 
only ten pages with fourteen 

lines on each page. Every single page is cut 
into strips, containing a sonnet. These can be 
read combining fragments at your personal 
will. Any line from a sonnet can be combined 
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GONE 
WITH 

Raymond 
Queneau 

with any, from 
the other nine, 
giving a million 
different po
ems! 
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Why did 'Grapes of 
Wrath,' create an uproar? 

When 'Grapes of Wrath' by John Steinbeck was 
publ ished in 1 939, America was sti l l  recovering from the 
Great Depression. The book created a nationa l sensation for 
its depiction of the devastating effects of the Great Depres
sion of the 1 930's. It exposed the misery, abuses and injustice 
that migrant workers had to suffer during this period. The story 
focuses on thetria l sand trib- u -
lations of the Joad fami ly 
when they leave the dust 
bowl of Oklahoma for a bet
ter l ife in Cal ifornia. Many 
people were shocked by the 
poverty and hopelessness of 
the story. It created qu ite an 
uproar, and Steinbeck found 
himself immersed in a g reat 
national debate over the mi
g rant labour problem. Amidst 
the controversy, people who 
had never read a book before 
bought a copy, and l ibraries 
had waiting l ists for the novel 
that were months long! 

Why is 'The Common 
Sense Book of Baby and 
Child Care,' popular with 
new parents to this day? 

'The Common Sense Book 
of Baby and Chi ld Care,' was 
written by a famous paedi
atrician Dr. Benjamin 
Spock.The authorofeleven 
books, he was a pol itica l 
activist for  causes that vi
ta l ly affect ch i ldren. These 
include topics l i ke day 
care, school ing, housing, 
and medica l care for al l .  
The book covers eyery
thing from preconcep
tion to teen hood.  Spock 
answers the most ele
mental stuff - care and 
feeding, d iapering and 
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Super Book weighing 1 060 kilograms, with 304 pages 
that are 3.85 metres wide and 2.77 metres 
tall ... photographer Ayman Trawi's 
book holds the largest book's 
record. 

issues, 
and how to answer 
those tough ques
tions from you r tod
d ler. Baby and Chi ld 
Care has been trans
lated i ntothirty-nine 
languages, and has 
sold fifty mi l l ion copies 
worldwide since its 
fi rst publ ication in  
1 946. 

First read 
this! Then decide 

to punish me. 

Whyis'The 
Diary of Anne 
Frank,' so moving? 

'The Diary of Anne 
Frank" written by a 
young Jewish gi rl, 
Anne Frank, i s  a pow
erfu l rem inder of the 
horrors of war and an 
eloquent testament 
to the human spi rit. 

In 1 942, with Nazis oc
cupying Holland, a th i rteen-year-old 
Jewish g i rl Anne and her fami ly fled 
the i r  home in Amsterdam and went 
into hid ing.  For the next two years, 
unti l their whereabouts were be
trayed, they and another fami ly l ived 
cloistered in the 'secret annex' of an 
old office bui ld ing. Anne's diary is  her 
one true friend and confidant. In  it, she 
records the thoughts of a typical teen. 
Anne Frank recorded vivid impressions 
of her experiences du ring th is period. 
By turns thoughtful ,  moving, and amus
i ng, her account offers a fascinating 
commentary on human courage. 
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Cry, the Beloved 
Country 

Why is 'Nineteen 
Eighty Four/ a 
thought provoking 
story? 

Nineteen Eightyfour 
i s  a prophetic book 
written by George 
Orwel l  in 1 949. The 
main character in the 
novel is a man called 
Winston Smith, who 

Ninteen Eighty Four 

Why is 'Cry, the Beloved Country,' the 
most important novel in South Africa's 
history? 

Cry, the beloved Country is the most im
portant novel in  South Africa's history. This 
impassioned novel by Alan Paton is about 
a black man's country u nder  white man's 
law. When it was written, South Africa was 
bitterly d ivided by segregation and preju
d ice. Power was in  the hands of the minor
ity wh ites, wh i le the blacks suffered poverty 
and humil iation. This book gained interna
tional acclaim when it was published in 1 948. 

l ives in a tota l itarian state, which makes up 
most of the Engl ish-speaking world . In  this 
world, everything is controlled by the Party 
and Big Brother. Citizens are at a l l  times 
watched through the ever-present tele
screen, which cannot be turned off. Every
one l ives i n  constant fear of doing some
thing that might get reported to the 
Thought Pol ice. Citizens are encouraged to 
spy on each other, and chi ldren are taught 
to report their 
parents for so
cal led 'thought 
crime'. N ineteen 
Eighty four ex
poses the worst 
crimes imagina
ble-the destruc
tion of truth, 
freedom, and in
dividual ity. 

Punishment 
without crime . . .  
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Why is Winston Churchil l's 'The 
Second World War,' remarkable? 

'The Second World War,' was written 
byWinston Churchi l l, a British statesman 
and leader of historic proportions, who 
also possessed substantia l l iterary tal
ents. It is a fi rst hand account of World 
War I I ,  and was published in six volumes 
over a six year period. 

The fi rst volume deals with the rise of 
Adolf Hitler, and ends with Churchi l l  be-
coming the Prime The 
MinisterofEngland. Second 
The second volume World War 
deals with Eng- is  over! 
land's isolation after 

The Second World War 

the fal l  of France, while the third, fourth 
and fifth volumes describe the progress 
ofthe war from 1 941 to the eve of D  Day. 
The fina l volume portrays the conclu
sion of the war, and i ronical ly, how 
Churchi l l  himself was not in power for its 
u ltimate end. The book is remarkable in 
that, a man who presided over this crisis 
in history is able to turn his experiences 
into l iterature. 
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Somerset Maugham 

BestTen 
The world famous 
writer Somerset 
Maugham selected 
the following as the 
ten best novels of 
the world: 

1. War and Peace 
by leo Tolstoy 

2. Pere Goriot 
by Honore de Balzac 

3.  Tom Jones 
by Henry Fielding 

4. Pride and Prejudice 
by Jane Austen 

5. The Red and the Black 
by 5tendhal 

6. Wuthering Heights 
by Emily Bronte 

7. Madame Bovary 
by Gustave Flaubert 

8. David Copperfield 
by Charles Dickens 

9. The Brothers Karamazov 
by Fyodor Dostoevsky 

10. Moby Dick 
by Herman Melville 
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Why Is Isaac 
Aslmov's 'I, Robot,' unusual? 

Isaac Asimov chronicles the develop
ment of the robot through a series of in
terl i nked stories in  his book , ' I , Robot'. 
The book is a col lection of short stories 
l i nked by an interview between a re
porter and a scientist. It traces the de
velopment of robots from its primitive 
origins  to its u ltimate perfection in the 
not-so-d istant futu re. The stories in
clude tales of robots who have gone 
mad, of mind-reading robots, and ro
bots with a sense of humour. There are 
also robot politicians, and robots that 
secretly run the world. The book is one 
of the g reat classics of science 
fiction i n  wh ich Asimov set 
out the principles of robot 
behaviour that we know as 

Lord o/the Flies 

the Three Laws of Robotics. 
The stories are all told with 
the d ramatic blend of science 
fact and science fiction that 
has made Asimov such a pop
u lar author. 

Why Is 'Lord of the Flies,' 
considered a dark novel7 

'Lord of the Fl ies,' is written 
by Wi l l iam Gold ing, who won 
the Nobel Prize for Literature in 
1 983. The book is  based on his 
horror at the atrocities com
mitted by the Nazis during 
World War I I .  'Lord of the Fl ies,' 
is set at a time when Europe is 
in the midst of nuclear de
struction. The story is about 
group of boys, who are being 
evacuated from England to 
Austral ia, and crash land on 
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A Huge Book 
The Klencke 

Atlas, which 
stands at 1 .78 
by 1 .05 metres 
when open, is 

recognized in the Guinness 
Book of Records as the world's 
largest atlas. It was presented 
to Charles II on his restoration 
to the British throne, by a 
group of Dutch merchants led 
by Johannes Klencke. It is so 
big that six people are needed 
to lift it, and another two to 
open it! 

tropica l  is land. Noadults survive 
the crash, and the novel is the 
story of the boys' descent i nto 
chaos, d isorder, and evi l .  Gold
ing's g ripping novel explores 
the boundary between hu
man reason and animal in
sti nct. The author makes ex
tensive use of symbol ism, 
and the dark tone of the 
novel is chi l l ing. His writing 
style is s imple, but the sub
ject matter is deep. He uses 
a rather comparatively sim-
ple story to convey a 
weighty idea and tries to 
teach us and warn us of the 
evil nature of mankind. 

Book.�s�������� 

Why is 'The Old Man and 
the Sea,' a classic fish  tale? 

The Old Man and the Sea is 
a classic written by Earnest 
Hemmingway, and pub
l ished in 1 952. Told i n  lan
guage of g reat s impl icity and 
power, it is the story of an  old 
Cuban fisherman, down on 
his luck, and his  supreme or
deal - a relentless, agonizing 
battle with a giant marl i n  far  
out in  the Gulf  Stream. Hem
mingway uses a strikingly 
contemporary and stark 
writing style to expand on 
the theme of courage i n  the 
face of defeat, and of per
sonal triumph won from loss. 
The Old Man and the Sea re
vived Ernest Hemingway's 
career, which was founder
i ng, and is in fact, a fish ta le 
that honours its author. 



Why is it said that Heller's 'Catch 22,' re
flects the sentiments of a generation? 

'Catch 22,' by Joseph Hel ler i s  an anti war 
novel, that reflected the sentiments of a gen
eration after World War I I .  Hel ler himselfflew 
sixty missions in Europe du ring the War, and 
his experiences deeply affected his  outlook 
on l ife. The novel ski l lfu lly projects the ab
surd circumstances of l ife among the Ameri
ca mi l itary du ring World War I I .  It is the story 
of a US a i rman's attempts to survive the 
madness of the Second World War, shortly 

after returning from the confl ict himself. Using sati re, black 
humour, and seemingly undefeatable logic, the book argues that 
war is insane, that the m i l itary is insane, and that, qu ite probably, 
modern l ife itself is insane too. It was so popu lar  that, today the 

phrase 'Catch 22,' refers to a situation in  
which any move that a person 

Why is 'Pedro Par-
amo,' a one of a kind book? 

Pedro Paramo was publ ished in 1 955 
by Juan Rolfo and has since become one of 
Latin America's most read books. It is a 
d ream-like ta le, which i ntertwines a man's 
quest to fi nd h is lost father with the father's 
obsessive love for a woman. In the book 
,Ru lfo uses straight forward narration, mov
ing from conscious thought to memory, 
from the world of the l iving, to the world of 
the dead. ,Pedro Paramo,' captures the es
sence of l ife in rura l Mexico du ring the last 
years of the 1 9th century, and the beginning 
of the 20th, l i ke no other work of fiction. 
Here, in a mere 1 24 pages, the author viv
idly portrays the radica l socia l and eco
nomic changes which spu rred the dramatic 
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can make wi l l  lead to 
trouble. 
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Why is it said that 'Silent Spring', 
launched an environmental movement? 

'Si lent Spring', by Rachael Carson was re
leased i n  1 962. lt offered the fi rst shattering 
look at widespread dangers of the overuse 
of pesticides, and touched off an environ
menta l awareness that sti l l  exists. The book 
took four years to write. It meticulously 
described how DDT entered the food 
cha in, and accumulated i n  the fatty tissues 

of an imals, including human beings, and caused cancer and ge
netic damage. Carson concluded that DDT and other pesticides 
had irrevocably harmed bi rds and animals, and had contaminated 
the entire world food supply. Carson, a native ofrura l Pennsylvania, 
had g rown up with an enthusiasm for nature matched only by her 
love of writing and poetry. Her book 'Si lent Spring', proved to be 
the springboard for an  environmenta l movement that led to 
tougher govern ment controls over the use of pesticides. 

� 
� 

migration of the peasants from 
ranchos and vil lages to the u rban 
slums, when they could no longer 
l ive off the land, nor fi nd work. It is 
a shadowy, eerie, haunting work, 
and one whose impact on l iterature 
cannot be over-emphasized. 
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An Expensive Book 
'The Task,' by Tomas Al

exander Hartmann has only 
13 pages, but is priced at 
1 S3 Million Euros! This 
makes it one of the most ex
pensive books in the world. 
The author explained that 
its value stands in its con
tent, for the book offers an
swers to some fundamental 
questions of humankind in 
less than three hundred 
sentences. 
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Marshall 
McLulzall 

Why did 'Understanding 
Media- The Extensions of Man,' 

challenge old ideas in mass com
munication? 

Understanding Media- The Exten
sions of Man is a path breaking work 
by the technology guru Marsha l l  
McLuhan. It was publ ished i n  1 964, 
and it chal lenged the existing notion 
that the content of a message was 
more important than its form. McLu
han a rgued that the impact of a mes
sage depended on the way that it was 
presented, or on its form. He a lso be
l ieved that the medium in  which the 
message was presented- that is, 
whether it was presented on radio, 
television, or print- also affected the 
impact that it had. He foresaw the 
dominant role that electronic com
munication would play, and how 
technology would bring people closer 
together, to make the world seem 
smal ler. In fact, he was the fi rst person 
to use the term 'global vi l lage,'- a term 
that has become so popu la r today. 



Why did 'The Quota
tions of Chairman Mao', play a 

major role in influencing the history 
of China? 

Mao Tse -tung was the great leader of the 
Chinese Communist Party, and the driving 
force of the revolution that founded The 
People's Republ icofChina. He also i nitiated 
many social and economic reforms at the 
cost of mi l l ions of l ives. 'The Quotations of 
Chai rman Mao' was publ ished in  1 966, and Mao Tse-tung 
was intended to be the gu idebook for the 
Cultura l  Revolution, which was Mao's dream. The book 
contained Mao's phi losophies, and was required reading 
for a l l  Chinese people. It became one ofthe most intensely 
studied books in the world, and Mao's words became the 

Mao's 
quotations were 

sold out. Now, you 
can buy my own quo

tations! 

ultimate authority in  China. 
However, after the death of 
Mao, his views were de
nounced. But his accom
pl ishments as a leader, and 
founder of modern Ch ina 
cannot be chal lenged. 

Quotations 
from 
Chairman 
Mao 
Tse-tung 
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Why is 'One Hun
dred Years of Solitude,' the 

crowning achievement of Gabriel 
Marquez? 

'One Hundred Years of Sol itude,' tel ls the 
story of the rise and fa l l, bi rth and death of 
the mythical town of Macondo, through 
the history of a family known as the 
Buendfa. ltwas publ ished i n  1 967, and with 
this  book, the author Gabriel Garcia Mar
quez i ntroduced Latin American l iterature 
to the world. It is a rich and bri l l iant chroni
cle of l ife and death. In  the story of the 
Buendi a fami ly, one sees a l l  of humanity, just as 
in the history, myths, growth, and decay of 
Macondo, one sees al l  of Latin America. Love and 
lust, war and revolution, riches and poverty, 
youth and seni l ity are a l l  portrayed with the sim
plicity, ease, and purity that are the mark of a mas
ter, 'One Hundred Years of Sol itude,' is one of the 
20th century's enduring works, and the crowning 
achievement of a Nobel 
Prize winning 
author. 



Why is 'The Gulag Archi
pelago' importanthistori
cally? 

'The Gulag Archipelago', 
by Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn 
is an important historical 
document because it chroni
cles the imprisonment, bru
tal ization, and very often, 
murder of tens of mi l l ions 
of i nnocent Soviet citizens. 

St. Joan 

This  was done by 
the Soviet government, 

mostly during Sta l in's rule 
from 1 929 to 1 953. Solzhenit

syn's fi rst purpose was to docu
ment for the Soviet people, the 
real truth of what happened. A 
survivor himself, Solzhenitsyn felt 
obliged to do this for  the sake of 
'a l l  those tortured and murdered', 
but even more, for l iving and fu
ture generations. The book was 
fi rst published in France in 1 973, 
and is  a l iterary triumph.The word 
'gu lag' refers to the system of 
concentration camps, and 
Solzhenitsyn used the word 'ar
chipelago' as a metaphor for the 
camps, spread throughout the 
Soviet Union l ike a cha in of is
lands. 

George Bernard Shaw, the 
famous English playwright, 

wrote a play based on the life of Joan of Arc, 
shortly after she was declared a saint. It 
was called 'Saint Joan', and over the years, 
it has been seen as one of his greatest, and 
most important works. St. Joan has been 
hailed as being intellectually exciting, and 
praised for dealing with important themes, 
such as nationalism and war. 
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Why isToni 
Morrison's book 'Beloved,' l iked 
by readers world wide? 

'Beloved,' by Toni Morrison is a Pul itzer 

�(l��(� : 
Prize winning novel, that is set in Ohio in 
1 873. Through a series of flashbacks, the 
book reveals the horror of s lavery, and 
combines lyrical prose with a magical re

� m n  
I 

a l ism that has made it loved by readers 
worldwide. 
At the heart of the story is an a lmost un
speakable act of horror and heroism- a 
woman bruta lly ki l l s  her infant daughter 
rather than al low her to be enslaved. The 
woman is Sethe, and the novel traces her 

journey from slavery to freedom during, 
and immediately following the Civi l  War. 
Woven i nto th is mesmerizing narrative are 
the terrible truths of Set he's past. The novel 
is part ghost story, part h istory lesson, and 
part folk ta le, and addresses the issues of 
black culture, history, and identity with 
sensitivity and beauty. 



First Nobel Prize in 
Li erature 
The Nobel Prize 
in Literature is 
awarded by the 
Swedish Academy, 
Stockholm, Sweden. 
The very first Nobel 
Prize in Literature 

Sully Prudhomme 

A Brief History of Time 

Hey! 
Where d id 

I come 
from? 

Why is 'A Brief History of Time,' an 
outstanding book? 

Stephen Hawking, one of the most 
bri l l iant theoretical physicists in history, 
wrote the modern classic, 'A Brief History 
of Time,' to help non scientists under
stand the questions being asked by sci
entists today. Where d id the universe 
come from? How, and why d id it begin? 
Wi l l  it come to an end, and if so, how? 
These are the mysteries that have puz-

was awarded in zled mankind from times immemorial, 

1901 to the French and Stephen Hawking brings us closer 

poet and philoso- to the ult imate secrets at the very heart 

pher Sully Prud- of creation, with exciting images and 
homme, who, in his profound imagination. The book plung-
poetry, showed the es us i nto the exotic realms of black 
'rare combination of holes and quarks, of antimatter and 'ar-
the qualities of both rows of time', of the 'Big Bang' and a 
heart and intellect'. bigger God. All these complex concepts 
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Stephen Hawking 

are explained with easy, 
good-natured humour, and 
an abi l ity to i l lustrate high ly 
complex propositions with 
analogies plucked from daily 
I ife that ma kes the book tru Iy 
outstanding. 

Desmond Morris 

Why did 'The Naked 
Ape,' become so popular? 

Desmond Morris wrote 
'The Naked Ape,' in the late 
1 960's. H is  ideas were revo
lutionary at the time, and at
tracted a lot of attention 
worldwide. 

According to Desmond 
Morris, of the 1 93 species of 
monkeys and apes, the only 
one that is not covered with 
hair is Man- hence the title 
'The Naked Ape'. 

Morris, an anthropologist, 
studies humans from a zoo
logical perspective, focusing 
on origins, behaviour, rear
ing, exploration, fighting, 
feeding, and comfort. The 

Naked Ape's 



view that, the 
behaviour of humans 

was determined largely by 
their biology, and that hu
mans share many charac
teristics with anima ls, par
ticularlyapes,wasoffensive 
to many readers, and en
l ightening to others. 

'The Naked Ape' was first 
seria l ized in London's Daily 
Mirror tabloid, in  which he 
described humans in the 
same objective, analytica l 
way that zoologists de-
scribe an imals. 

Morris was the curator of mammals 
at the London Zoo, and a specia l ist in 
primates. His view of Man was that 
our species is best viewed as a very 
compl icated primate. 

2011 Nobel Prize for Literature 
The 201 1 Nobel Prize for Literature 

was awarded to Swedish poet, Tomas Tran-
stromer. His sometimes bleak, but graceful work 

explores themes of isolation, emotion and identity 
while remaining rooted in the common place. Mr. Tran

stromer, 80, has written more than 15 collections of poetry, 
manyofwhich have been translated into English, and 60 other 

languages. 
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Doctor Zhivago 

Boris Pasternak 

Most Successful Textbook Writer 
Euclid is the most successful 

textbook writer of all time. His 'El
ements', written around 300 BC, 
has gone through more than 
1 ,000 editions since the invention 
of printing! 

• Ranjitha Chauhan 

Why does 'Doctor Zhivago' 
have historical significance? 

'Doctor Zhivago', by Boris Pasternak 
is classic story of the l ife and loves of a 
poetand physician ca l led Yuri Zhivago, 
du ring the turmoil of the Russian Revo
lution. The novel has h istorical signifi
cance as it deals with themes l ike socia l
ism and Marxism, the excesses that oc
curred in name of revolution, and the 
transformation of the largest country of 
the world from a centuries old system 
into a fai led ideal. Boris Pasternak has 
written a delightfu l ta le whose charac
ters are crafted from al l  sections of socie
ty, making this novel a representation of 
the whole of society at that time. The 
ha rshness of winter, the beauty of forests 
and fields, the man divided in his love for 
wife and lover, the poet in  exi le, the ideal
ists seeking to change the world, Russian 
history and customs, are all conveyed with 
power and poetry that make reading this 

book a rewarding experi
ence. 
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Alexandre Dumas 

Why is the 'The Count 
of Monte Cristo,' consid
ered one of Alexandre 
Dumas's best works? 

'The Count of Monte 
Cristo,' is  one of the most 
popular works of the fa
mous French author Alex
andre Dumas. It is an ad
venture story with a histori
cal setting, and is packed 
with intrigue, great fight 
scenes, love, passion, and 
witty socia l satire. Dumas 
has a wonderful grasp of 

human nature, 
and a ta lent for render

ing a l l  the fol l ies of Man in 
del ightful, snappy prose. Set in 

Marseil les, Rome a nd Paris in  the 
1 9th century, it tells the story of 
Edmond Dantes, a young sailor 
who is fa lsely accused of treason, 
and imprisoned in a dungeon for 
1 4  years. A fel low prisoner tel ls 
h im where to find treasure buried 
on a Mediterranean island called 
Monte Cristo. On Dantes's escape, 
he acquires the treasure, g ives 
h imself the name Count of Monte 
Cristo, and ruth lessly goes about 
the slow destruction of his ene
mies. The book presents a vivid 
portrait of France from the end of 
the Napoleonic years to the early 
1 840's, and generations of read
ers have thri l led to Dumas's rivet
ing, romantic tale of revenge. 

Its sure . . .  
I wi l l  find something 

on Monte Cristo 
Island. 



Kahlil Gibran 

Why is Gi
bran's 'The Prophet,' 
the work of a genius? 

Kahl i l  G ibran's master
piece, 'The Prophet', is one 
of the most beloved classics 
of our time. Published in  
1 923, i t  is a collection of po
etic essays that are ph i lo
sophical, spiritual, and, 
above a l l, inspirational .  Gi
bran covers topics l ike love, 
marriage, ch i ldren, g iving, 
eating and drinking, work, 
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joyand sorrow, 
housing, clothes, 

buying and sel l ing, crime 
and punishment, laws, free

dom, reason and passion, pain, 
self-knowledge, teaching, 

friendship, talking, time, good 
and evil, prayer, pleasure, beauty, 
religion, and death. Poet, phi loso
pher, and artist, Kahl i l  Gibran was 
born in Lebanon. Mi l l ions of Ara
bic-speaking peoples famil iar 
with his writings in  that language 
consider him the genius of his 
age. He was a man whose fame 
and influence spread far  beyond 
the country of h is b i rth. 'The 
Prophet,' is loved by readers al l  
over the world, who find in  it, an 
expression of the deepest im
pulses of Man's heart and mind.  

Gibran 's Home 
in Bsharri 



Albert Camus 

Why is it 
said that 'The Plague,' 

by Albert Camus is a novel with 
several meanings? 
'The Plague' by Albert Camus is  a 

haunting tale of the triumph of the hu
man spirit in the face of unrel ieved hor
ror. The novel dea ls with an  epidemic of 
bubonic plague that takes place i n  the 
Algerian port city of Oran. When the 
plague fi rst arrives, the residents are slow 
to recogn ize the mortal danger they are 
in .  Once they do become aware of it, they 
m ust decide what measures they wi l l  take 
to fight the dead ly d isease. 'The Plague,' 
was fi rst publ ished in F rance in 1 947, 
three years after the end of World War I I .  
The novel has severa l mean ings. On one 
level, it refers to the German occupation 
of France from 1 940 to 1 944, which cut 
France off from the outside world, just as 
in the novel, the town of Oran must close 
its gates to isolate the plague. The plague 
may also be understood as the presence of 
moral evi l ,  or simply, as a symbol of the na
ture of the human condition. In short, 'The 
P lague' is Camus's bri l l iant a l legory of the 
spread offascism. 

Anna Karenina 
Leo Tolstoy's clas
sic novel Anna 
Karenina tells of 
the love affair be
tween Anna and 
Count Vronsky. An
na rejects her pas
sionless marriage 
and is forced to en
dure the hypocri
sies of society. Set 
against a vast and 
richly textured 

canvas of the nine
teenth-century Rus
sia, the novel's sev
en major characters 
create a dynamic 
imbalance, playing 
out the contrasts 
of city and country 
l ife and all the vari
ations on love and 
family happiness. 
First published 
in 1 877. 
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H.G. Wells 

The 'rime Ma..chine 
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Why is 'The Tim Machine,' by 
H.G. Wells the vehicle for his social 
and political ideas? 

'The Time Machine' is a science fiction 
classic, and H.G. Wel ls, the author, was a 
pioneer of such novels. In  thi s  work, Wells 
put forward his social and political ideas 
in this narrative of a nameless time travel
ler who is hurtled into the yea r  802,701 by 
h is elaborate ivory, crysta l, and brass con
traption. The world he fi nds is peopled by 
two races- the decadent Eloi, fluttery and 
useless, are dependant for food, clothing, 
and shelter on the simian subterranean 
Morlocks, who prey on them. The two 
races symbolize Wells's vision of the 
eventual result of unchecked capital ism. 
'The Time Machine,' is  considered by 
many to be one of the finest works of 
Engl ish fiction. This highly enterta in ing 
novel has had an enormous influence on 
Engl ish fiction in general ,  and science 
fiction in particu lar. 

Survival by Chance 
Several of Aristotle's writ

ings have survived only by a 
fortunate chance. Around 80 
BC, the men of a Roman army 
invading Asia Minor found a 
number of manuscripts of Aris
totle's works in a pit, and 
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Why is 'Paradise Lost,' a gift to 
the English Language? 

'Paradise Lost,' by John Milton is an epic poem 
that tel ls the story of the fa l l  of Man. The central 
figures in the poem include God, Jesus, Satan, 
Adam, Eve, and the archangels Raphael and 
Michael. M i lton's purpose in  writing the poem 
was to 'justify the ways of God to Man,' and to 
define to the nature of obedience, free wil l ,  and 
just authority. It is not an  easy poem to read 
and understand because it was written in  the 
1 7th century and the Engl ish language was dif
ferentfrom what it is today. Milton was innova
tive with words, and he gave English the g ift of 
new expressions, such as the most famous 'all 
Hell broke loose', which was fi rst uttered in 
'Paradise Lost'. In fact, there are many, many 
words wh ich were fi rst used in  Engl ish in 'Para
d ise Lost,' with over 9000 l ines of some of the 
greatest poetry every written, Mi lton does an 
incredible job of using classical and bibl ical a l
lus ions in  a classical format to create a surpris
ingly modern, and incredibly poignant look at 
the nature of God and Man. 

brought them to 
their general, Sulla. 
It turned out that no 
other copies of 
many of them exist
ed, and Sulla had 
them taken to Rome 
and recopied. 

Books that Shaped the 
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Why did 'The One 
Straw Revolution,' by Fuku
oka trigger a revolution in 
agriculture? 

'The One Straw Revolution,' 
was written by Masanobu 
Fukuoka, in  1 975. Fukuoka was 
a Japanese farmer and phi los
opher, who developed a sys
tem of natu ra I fa rm i ng that he 
believed could be of great 
benefit to the world. He did 
not plough his fields, used no 

agricu ltural chemicals or prepared 
ferti l izers, and did not flood his rice 
fields as farmers have done in Asia 
for centuries. Yet h is yields equal led, 
or surpassed the most productive 
farms in Japan. 'The One Straw Revo
lution,' was a best-sel l ing book that 
described his l ife's jou rney, his phi
losophy, and farming techniques. It 
has been translated into more than 
25 languages, and helped to make 
Mr. Fukuoka a leader in the world
wide sustainable agriculture move-

ment. 
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Hamlet 

Why is 
'Hamlet,' one 
of Shake
speare'sgreat
est plays? 

'Hamlet,' is 
without ques
tion, the most 
famous play in 
the Engl ish lan
guage. Probably 
written in  1 601  

or 1 602, the tragedy is a masterpiece of  the 
famous Engl ish playwright Wil l iam Shake
speare. The heart of the story is the hero's 
struggle with two opposing forces- moral 
integrity and the need to avenge h is father's 
murder. The play has a l l  the ingredients for 
a gripping story, inc lud ing revenge and 
power, love and betrayal, dramatic sword 
fig hts and dark spooky scenes. It is truly a 
supremely rich and complex l iterary work 
that continues to delight both readers and 
aud iences with its myriad meanings and in
terpretations. 'Hamlet' is Shakespeare's 
longest play, and among the most powerful 
and influential tragedies in the English lan
g uage. 

Burnt 
Literature 
Virgil, one of 
the great 
Roman poets, 
left instructions 
that, upon his 
death, his 
manuscript of 
'The Aeneid,' 
should be 
burnt, because 
he had not been 
able to polish it! 

. Sneha Rao 

Bust of Virgil 



Why is 'The Jungle Book,' 
by Rudyard Kipling popular 

with readers of all ages? 
'The Jungle Book' is a col lection of 

stories written by the British Nobel 
Laureate, Rudyard Kipl ing.  The ta les in 
the book are fables, using animals, 
and a re presented in such a manner as 
to g ive moral lessons. The themes of 
'The Jungle Book,' revolve a round no
ble qual ities such as loya lty, honour, 
courage, tradition, i ntegrity, and per
sistence. Among the most famous are 
the stories of Mowgl i ,  a 'man-cub' 
ra ised by wolves in  the Indian jungle; 

Why has 'The 
Rubaiyat' been trans
lated into most lan
guages? 

Omar Khayyam, the 
1 1  th century poet, wrote 
'The Rubaiyat,' wh ich is 
made up ofthe most ex
quis ite verses. His 
rhymes received l ittle 
attention in their day, 
but they were rediscov
ered and translated into 
beautifu l  Engl ish, more 
than seven centuries 
later, by a gentleman 
and scholar named Ed
ward FitzGera ld. 

The Rubaiyat of Omar 
Khayyam then became 
immensely popular 

w o r l d -

that of Rikki-Tikki-Tavi, a heroic mongoose; 
and 'Toomai of the Elephants', the story of a 
young elephant-hand ler. Interspersed with 
numerous poems 'The J ungle Book' is re
garded as an immorta l classic which wi l l  
enchant and educate readers 
both young and 
old. 
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Help me! 
Shere khan is 

here!! 
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wide, and was 
translated i nto most lan

guages. The poem presents the 
deep feel ings and emotions of 
the poet on a variety of subjects 
such as death, love and rel igion 
in  fou r  l i ne stanzas that were 
known as 'rubai,' in Farsi, the 
language ofthe poet. 

""i ... �t« omar �yam RuIJ'.'I�t�I�. 

The 
Rubaiyat 

Mother of al l  
Recipes 

. The first volume of reci- : 
: pes was published in 62 : 
: ADbytheRomanApicius. : 
: Titled 'De Re Coquinar- : 
".

. ia,' it described the :. 

... feasts enjoyed by ... ... the Emperor ", ..
.. Claudius. . . .. 

. . - . . . . -. . . . . • . . . . . . 

Why is the 'Encyclopae
dia Britannica' important 
in our lives? 

The Encyclopaedia Bri
tannica is, without doubt, 
the most comprehensive 
encyclopaedia i n  the 
world. It has been provid
ing knowledge and i nfor
mation to people for al
most 250 years. It was first 
publ ished as a three-vol
ume set, publ ished in Ed
inburgh, Scotland, in 1 768. 
The Britannica quickly 

Encyclopaedia Britannica 



grew in size and reputation in 
the years that followed, and soon 
boasted articles by eminent 
scholars. The ownersh ip of Bri
tannica passed to two Ameri
cans in 1 901 , and printing was 
moved to the States in 1 929, but 
its engagement with the world's 
foremost scholars and experts 
continued. Today, it is written 
and continuously u pdated by 
about 1 00 fu l l-time editors, and 
more than 4,000 expert contrib
utors. Readers can access qu ick 
facts or immerse themselves in 
detai led articles on a lmost any 
subject imaginable, wh i le en
joying the vivid and beautifu l  
images of art, geography, sci
ence, sports, and much more, 
making the Encyclopaedia Bri
tannica the leader in reference, 
education, and learning world
wide. 
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I am an 
Encyclopaedia 

Britannica! 

Ripley 

Why is 'Ripley's Believe It 
or Not,' amazing? 

'Ripley's Believe It or Not' is 
a series of books brought out 
by Ripley's Publ ishing, l isting 
virtual ly every kind of unusual 
person or event. For instance, 
Tim Cockeri l l ,  known as the 
Great Inferno, garg les hot 
molten lava .  A 6500 year old 
baby mummy is depicted in a 
l ife-l ike pose. The artist, Dan
iel Ortega of San Diego, Ca l i
fornia, turns ashes of the 
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Iceberg in 
Literature 

Since most early 
literate civilisations 
werelocatedaround 
the warm Mediter
ranean region, the 
first mention of an 
iceberg in world lit
erature did not come 
until the ninth centu
ryAD. 

dead into 
beautifu l art pieces. 

A l ive picture of l ightning 
was captured by a pho
tographer as the flash hit 
the Statue of Liberty on 
22 September 201 0 . 
Every page is chock fu l l  of 
facts, figures, and fu l l  col
our photos, highl ighting 
some ofthe most bizarre 
th ings the world has ever 
seen. Basical ly, it is  a 
great encyclopaedia of 
weird phenomena that 
wi l l  catch the attention 
of old and young a l ike. 

Why is 'Uncle Vanya' 
appealing to audiences even 

today? 
'Uncle Vanya,' is Russian author An

ton Chekov's masterpiece of frustrated 
longing and wasted l ives. A tragicom
edy, it was fi rst publ ished in 1 899, and 
is a classic about the un l ived l ife, told 
through the regretfu l  musings of a 
family. The story revolves around an 
elderly professor and his g lamorous 
young wife Elena. Two friends, Vanya 
and Astrov both fa l l  under Elena's 
spell. Sonya, the professor's daughter 
is in love with Astrov, but he doesn't 
return her love. The ta le is a sober 
one, and Chekhov's characters are 
each unhappy in their own way ... 
and they are not afraid to admit pre
cisely that. What makes Chekhov so 
appeal ing to us today is h is remark
able abi l ity to richly d raw some of 
the most memorable characters of 
the modern theatre, a l l  of whom we 
have no trouble identifying with 
numerous people we know in our 
own l ives ! 

that Shaped the World 



Why did 'Twenty Love Poems a nd a Song 
of Despair,' establish the author as a gen
ius? 

Twenty Love Poems and a Song of Despai r  
by Pablo Neruda was fi rst published in  1 924, 
when he was only n ineteen. This col lection of 
romantic poems is his most popular work. 
Drawn from the poet's most intimate and per
sonal associations, the poems are a blend of 
youthful passion and the desolation of grief. In  
spite of his youth. Neruda was able to  convey 
exqu isitely the beauty and nature of love, and 
the passions, fears, pain, and anguish of hu
man existence. The book established his repu
tation as a l iterary genius, and is so popular 

that it has been trans
lated into many lan
guages. 

Twenty Love Poems and a Song of Despair 

Pablo Neruda 
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The Overcoat 

Why is 'The Overcoat/ a 
model for other writers? 

'The Overcoat,' a short sto
ry by the Russian author 
Gogol, is  a remarkable piece 
of l iterary art. It d isplays 
Gogol's g ift of caricature and 
imaginative invention. Gogol 
is a champion of the poor 
and downtrodden. He gave 
l iterary l ife to the 'l ittle man', 
usual ly a minor official 
crushed by an insensitive ad
ministrative system.  This is 
the theme of 'The Overcoat', 
and Gogol's pathetic l ittle 
man is Akaky Akakiyevich 
Akakievich Bashmachkin, an  

Chinese Cinderella 

Gogol 

ins ignificant, copying clerk. 
There'sa lot in  'The Overcoat,' 
that is as scathingly true in  
modern l ife as in  1 9th-centu
ry Russia such as the imper
sonality and casual cruelty of 
office l ife. Gogol knows and 
writes about poverty - to 
save a few kopecks, Akaky 
g ives up candles and his 
evening tea - and the way 
d reams, even very small  
ones, can be l ife-supporting. 

With 'The Overcoat', Gogol 
introduced the short story as 
a literary form in Russia, pro
viding a new model for other 
writers of the time. 

The famed story of Cinderella was based on a simil
iar story first appeared in a Chinese book, in 850 AD. 

Books that Shaped the World 87 



Why is Goethe's 'Faust,' 
considered as one of the great
est plays in the German lan
guage ? 

'Faust,' by Goethe is a tragic 
play in two parts. It is  his most fa
mous work, and is considered to 
be one ofthe greatest plays in the 
German language. 'Faust,' is also 
the play with the largest audience 
numbers of German language 
stages. 

Faust concerns the fate of a 
learned gentleman named Dr. 
Faust, who offers to sell h is soul to 
the Devil in return for the Devil's 
service for a g iven period oftime. 

Faust 

'Mother' 
Maxim Gorky is the 
pen name of Rus
sian writer Aleksei 
Peshkov. Gorky 
was a literary gen-
ius. 'Mother', his 
most famous novel 
has been translat-
ed into all the lead- V 
ing languages of 
the world. His other 
well known literary 
works are 'Lower 
Depths,' and 'My 
Childhood and 
Reminiscences'. His 
novels, plays and 
autobiographies 
describe the woes 
of the Russians in 
the pre-revolution
ary days. 

Paper Story 
Paper was invent

ed in China around 
105 AD, by Ts'ai Lun. 
According to the of
ficial history of the 



Why is 
'Thousand and 
One Nights' unique? 

'The Thousand and 
One Nights,' is a mag
n ificent col lection of 
ta lescompiled in Arabic. 
It is popularly known in  
Engl ish as the Arabian 
N ights. 

King Shahryar got his 
wife executed, disgust
ed by her behaviour. 
Angry with a l l  women 
he instructed his advisor 
to bring a new bride to 
h im each night, and 
kil led them al l  in the 
morning. The advisor's 

Han dynasty (3,d century
_
AD). 

d a u g h -
ter, Scheherazade, had 

an ingenious idea. Becoming 
Queen Scheherazade, she enter
ta ined her husband with a story, 
breaking it at the dawn, at a crucial 
point. Too eager to hear the rest of 
the story at night, the king put of 
her execution. This went on and 
on. The way Scheherazade weaves 
the web of her stories is amazing, 
often tel l ing several stories simul
taneously. The collection includes 
famous stories l i ke Ali Baba and 
Forty Thieves, S inbad the Sailor 
and Aladdin and the Magic Lamp. lt 
was first translated into English in 
1 835. Later, the translation by Sir 
Richard Francis Burton ( 1 884) made 
it more famous a l l  over the world .  

Ts'ai Lun was given "n aristocratic 
title after he presented Emperor Ho Ti 
with samples of paper. In 751 AD, 
Chinese papermakers were captured 
by the Arabs at Samarkand, and by 
794 AD, several state-owned paper 
mills operated in Baghdad. The Arabs 
were manufacturing paper in Spain 
around 1 1 50. Ts 'ai Lun 
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Man Booker Prize is a prestig
ious British award g iven annu
a l ly to a fu l l-length novel . It was 
establ ished in  1 968 by the 
company Booker McConnel l .  
Entries, must be written by an 
Engl ish-language author from 
the United Kingdom, the Com
monwealth countries, I reland, 
or South Africa. The last five 
Booker Prize novels a re g iven 
here: 

2007: The Gathering 
- Anne Enright 

2008: The White Tiger 
- Aravind Adiga 

2009: Wolf Hall - Hilary Mantel 
2010: The Finkler Question 

- Howard Jacobson 
201 1 :  The Sense of an Ending 

- Julian Barnes 

Books that Shaped the World 

Since 1 90 1 ,  
the Nobel 
Prize in  liter
ature has 
been award
ed annua l ly 
to an author from any country. 

The Swedish 
Academy de
cides the prize 
in any g iven 
year. The last 
ten Nobel 
Prize win-
ner's l ist is 
g iven below: 

• Tomas Transtromer (201 1 )  

• Mario Vargas Llosa (201 0) 

• Herta Mul ler (2009) 

• Jean-Marie Gustave 

• Le Clezio (2008) 

• Doris Lessing (2007) 

• Orhan Pamuk (2006) 

• Harold Pinter (2005) 

• Elfriede Jelinek (2004) 

• John M. Coetzee (2003) 

• Imre Kertesz (2002) 

• Sir Vidiadhar Surajprasad 

Naipaul (200 1 )  
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Lost Books 
Have you hea rd of books that made 
h istory, because nobody has seen them? 
Some ofthem have vanished, or  some of 
them might exist only i n  imagination. 
Here is a l ist of a few some such books: 

• Aristophanes' 'Heracles
the Stage Manager,' was one of 
the playwrights severa l spoofs 
that disappeared. 

pochondriacs and cures begun 
when the author was fata l ly i l l . 

• The second ha lf of 'Dead 
Souls' by N ikolai Gogo!. The au
thor burned it after a rel igious 
conversion convinced him that 
literature was paganism. 

• 'Love's Labour's Won' 
this may have been a sequel to 
Shakespeare's Love's Labour's 
Lost. Some also say it might 
have been an alternative title 
for the 'Taming ofthe Shrew.' 

• Socrates' version of' Aesop's 
Fables' was tota l ly destroyed. 

• R.L. Stevenson's 'Weir of 
Hermiston,' was left incom
plete by the author's death. 

• Jane Austen's incomplete 
novel 'Sanditon,' was about hy-
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Marco Polo's Writing 
Had Marco Polo not been cap

tured by the Genoese and im
prisoned for a year, the tales of 

his historic twenty-two-year adventure in the Far and Mid
dle East (at the end of the thirteenth century) might never 
have been collected and written down. When he returned 
to Venice after his odyssey, he became a 'gentleman com
mander' of a war vessel striving to hold off Genoese traders. 
In a battle of Curzold Island, his galley was captured, and 
Marco was hauled off to Genoa and jailed. There he met a 
writer named Rustichello, who, after hearing Marco's yarns, 
insisted that they be written down. 
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The front cover ofth is issue 
features an amusing oil 
pa inting, 'Le Libraire' (The 
Librarian), by the renowned 
artist Andre Martins de Bar
ros. 

The painting shows the 
figure of an old man formed 
solely of books, gazing into 
the world of books through 
his monocle. 

Andre Martins de Barros 
was born in 1 942, in Pau, a 
French town in the foothi l ls  
of the Pyrenees near the 
Spanish border. 

Andre's style is character
ized by a complex imagina-

Books that Shaped the World 

Andre Martins de Barros 

tion laden with ideas that run 
deep, and his works take us 
to a world of fantasy, as is 
clearly seen in 'Le Librai re'. 
His painstaking effort, and 
meticu lous attention to de
tai l are also evident in this 
great work of art. 

e mai l :  
amartinsdebarros@gmail.com 
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Why is 'The Blind 
Owl,' considered as a major 
literary work in I ran? 

Sadegh Hedayat,one of the estab
l ished I ranian writers, is the au
thor of 'The Bl ind Owl.' Written 
in Persian, 'The B l ind Owl,' is his 
most enduring work of prose 
and a major l iterary work of 20th 
century I ran.  It tel ls the story of 
an unnamed pen case painter. 
The novel contains a maze of 
symbols, recu rring images, so
cial commentary, contempla
tions of the human condition, 
interjections on a rt, and refer
ences to l iterary and rel igious 
texts, al l of wh ich have, for dec
ades, made it ferti le g round for 
critica l interpretation. 'The Bl ind 

Owl,' was written du ring the oppressive 
latter years of Reza Shah's ru le. It was 
publ ished in 1 937 in a l imited edition in 
Ind ia, where Hedayat was then l iving. 
The novel appeared in  I ran's in 1 941 , 
and went on to have a tumultuous exist
ence in the hands of I ran's censors, who 
were present everywhere. 'The Bl ind 
Owl,' had found wide acceptance, and 

was translated into multiple 
languages. 



Why is 'The 
Adventures of Pinoc

chio,' very famous? 
'The Adventures of Pinocchio,' is 

one of the most famous novels for 
chi ld ren. Written by Ita l ian author 
Carlo Collod i, it is considered a clas
sic of chi ldren's l iterature. It narrates 
the story of Pinocchio,' an an imated 
puppet, and his poor father, a wood
carver named Geppetto. The Adven
tures of Pinocchio is not set in a tra
d itiona l fa i ry-tale world. It deals with 
the hard real ities of l ife. 

The first halfofthe novel was origi
nal ly a serial, but later, it was com
pleted as a book for chi ldren. Chi l
dren's l iterature was a new idea in 
Collod i's time, an i nnovation i n  the 
n i neteenth-centu ry. Th us, i n content 
and style it was new and modern, 
opening the way to many writers of 
the fol lowing century. 

EIIS�iO 'obr�' 
a Ccgl1eim 

I an  
lindness,' is  a 

novel by Portuguese 
author Jose Sarama
go. It is one of his most 
famous works. 'Blind
ness' is set in an un
named city. It is the 
story of an unex
plainedmassepidemic 
of blindness afflicting 
nearly everyone in 
the city. The novel 
tells about the 
breakdown of a so
ciety, because of 

the sudden blind-

Ninu Dixit 



Mayan Story 
The sole surviving written 

record of Mayan history is 
three codices written in hier

oglyphs on bark paper. All 
three are now held in Eu

ropean cities. 
• Arvind Bhat 

Why did 'Black 
Beauty,' break the 
sales records after a 
few months of its 
publication? 

Black Beauty is one 
of the best-sel l ing 
books of a l l  time. 
Written by Engl ish 
author Anna Sewel l, 
it tel ls the story of a 
horse named Black 
Beauty. The novel 
deals with the hu
man animal relation-
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Black Beauty 

ship, and love. It also teaches 
how to treat people with kind
ness, sympathy and respect. 
The birth of this touching story 
was from the personal experi
ence of Anna Sewell , By tel l ing 
the story of a horse's l ife in  the 
form of an autobiography, and 
describing the world through 
the eyes of the horse, Anna 
Sewel l  broke new l itera ry 
g round. This best-sel ler broke 
a l l  sales records within 
months. 

Books that Shaped the World 

LARIFICATIONS & 
I 

ORRECTIONS 

It is our policy to correct errors, 
and present differing views and 
clarifications about the contents 
in previous issues . Please send in 
your feedback, mentioning the 
title and page number. 

Arvind Goel, from Delhi, 
has pointed out a mistake in 
the January issue of Tel l  Me 
Why, 'Historic Lasts'. He 
writes that on Page 48, It is 
g iven that Abraham Lincoln 
was the fi rst president of the 
United States, which is not 
correct. George Washington 
was the fi rst president of the 
United States and Lincoln 
was the 1 6  tho 

Thank you, Arvind, for your 

valuable feed back. Actually 
Abraham Lincoln was the first 

president of the United States 
to be assassinated. 
We were comparing Lincoln 

with the last assassinated 

president,)ohn F Kennedy (35th 
president of the United States). 

The words 'to be assassinated' 

got omitted because of some 
technical error. 

- Editor 
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Aren't there many little things you have wondered about, but didn't know whom to 
ask? Send us your questions, and we will give you the fascinating reasons behind the 
incredible mysteries of life. 

Why do we snore? 
Biological ly, snoring 

refers to a vibration i n  
the a i rway connecting 
the nose,and the mouth; 
a vibration that can 
emerge through the 
mouth, the nose or 
through both! The an
swer to the question 
'why do we snore?' is 
found by looking at the 
tissues within  the a i r
way. This tissue is very 
soft, and at night, be
comes relaxed; it's s imi
larto howsomemuscles, 
l i ke biceps, become re
laxed at night since the 
body does not requ i re 
them. As the throat re
laxes during sleep, the 
wind tunnel becomes 
narrower, and hence, 
snoring occurs. 

We often snore when we have a cold, 
because of blocked nasal a i rways. We 
would then breathe through our 
mouth causing negative pressure be
h ind the uvula and soft palate, and th is  
helps to create the sound of snoring. 
Uvula is the small piece of soft tissue 
that dangles down from theft palate 
over the back of the tongue. Snoring 
can a lso be caused if the nose has any 
deformities in  the nose. 

• K.P. Sukumar 
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